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8th Sunday in Ordinary Time C/1
Luke 6:39-45

Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Cf. Ps 17: 19-20
The Lord became my protector.
He brought me out to a place of
freedom; he saved me because
he delighted in me.

Jesus told a parable to his
disciples: ‘Can one blind man
guide another? Surely both
will fall into a pit? The disciple
is not superior to his teacher;
the fully trained disciple will
always be like his teacher. Why
do you observe the splinter in
your brother’s eye and never
notice the plank in your own?
How can you say to your
brother, “Brother, let me take
out the splinter that is in your eye,” when you cannot see the plank
in your own? Hypocrite! Take the plank out of your own eye first,
and then you will see clearly enough to take out the splinter that is
in your brother’s eye. There is no sound tree that produces rotten
fruit, nor again a rotten tree that produces sound fruit. For every
tree can be told by its own fruit: people do not pick figs from
thorns, nor gather grapes from brambles. A good man draws what
is good from the store of goodness in his heart; a bad man draws
what is bad from the store of badness. For a man’s words flow out
of what fills his heart.’

1st Reading:
Ecclesiasticus 27:5-8
The test of a man is in his
conversation.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 91(92):2-3,13-16

Lord, it is good to give
thanks to you.

2nd Reading:
1 Corinthians 15:54-58
Death is swallowed up in victory.

Gospel Acclamation:
Philippians 2:15-16
Alleluia, alleluia!
Shine on the world like bright
stars; you are offering it the
word of life. Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 6:39-45
Can the blind lead the blind?
Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 12: 6
I will sing to the Lord who has
been bountiful with me,
sing psalms to the name of the
Lord Most High.

Ash Wednesday Masses:
9.15am, 12pm and 7pm.
Lenten Stations of the Cross:
Fridays in Lent at 12pm & 7pm
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A Letter to the People of God - by Rev Dr David Ransom
It is difficult indeed to fathom the ramifications of the dramatic and historic events
that have marked these last few days, resulting in the remand into custody of
Cardinal George Pell, subsequent to his recent conviction. The verdict of guilt will
be tested now in the Court of Appeal and will either be validated or questioned,
and this will take some months. When that time comes, we will be impelled to
reflect again on events, one way or another.
Our thoughts and our prayers go always to those who have been so greatly
wounded by the crime of sexual abuse, particularly from within our own
community of faith.
The verdict of guilt by a court of law is one thing, shocking enough as it is. Our
reactions to this outcome will be diverse and complex. However, the social
reaction and the widespread commentary to the verdict is another. We cannot
ignore or underestimate the community’s response to the verdict that has been
given, and which further adds to our distress. In different ways, the energy of this
social response highlights the remarkable collapse of the credibility of the
institution with which we are identified - whether by our belonging to our local
Catholic parish, or by our association with our Catholic schools or agencies. It
places our affiliation under extraordinary stress. It is shameful for us to have to
stand before the constant analysis, the critique, and the commentary about our
Church, and the declarations of its failures and inadequacies. It forces us to address

www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

The Parish Bulletin
Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
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the question, “Why would we wish to be identified with an institution condemned
with such widespread disdain?”

Parish address &contact number:

We cannot avoid this question. This is the crossroad to which moments such as this
bring us. We must answer the inevitable question put to us by the sad circumstances
of this week with humility, integrity and courage, such that a new sense of purpose
might motivate and guide us into the future, not with stoic resignation, but with
genuine Christian hope. In this way, this dreadful moment in the life of our Church
in Australia can act to purify and clarify our discipleship.
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Phone: 9809-3536
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9:00am-4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
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meynardo@laposte.net
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Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
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Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)

Felicity Donnelly (Vigils & Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators for 6pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Maree Twomey
2nd SUN 8am – Peter & Jenchris
1st & 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
3rd SUN 10am – David Foong
4th SUN 10 am – Muntia Gouw

In all that is transpiring, we are challenged not to lose sight of what is actually
happening around us locally. Can we see that love into which we are invited by
Christ exercised in our local communities? Does my parish family demonstrate this
for me? Do I see this love exercised in my school community? We can find the
resources to continue to belong to this Christian community if we see there the
mystery of Christ’s sacrificial love being lived out in a way that calls each person to
the sense of what is really true, good and beautiful.
Through all this, we hold in our hearts all who are so deeply affected, in so many
ways, by the crime of abuse in all its different manifestations and dimensions. The
ripples of this wound at the heart of our life together stretch out in incalculable ways.
Each time we are confronted with its reality is an opportunity for us to reaffirm our
diocesan commitment to ensure the safety of our children and vulnerable adults. It
is a commitment underscored by our faith in Jesus Christ in whom we hold the
fundamental sanctity of every human person. It is our moral, legal, and spiritual
obligation to safeguard all within our community. Only in this way can we
genuinely foster communities of safety and care for our people and be the Church
that we so desperately want and need to be. May the Lord of the future lead us there.
This letter was first published on 28 February on the Broken Bay Diocesan website. It
has been slightly reduced and edited in order to be reproduced in this publication.
In these days let us care for one another, and especially all those who have been hurt by
the crime of abuse. Resources are available for our personal support, including
CatholicCare (131 819), the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office of the
Archdiocese of Sydney (9390 5812), Lifeline (131 114) or support through 1800
Respect (1800 737 732)

Alpha Program - Starts this Thursday
Children’s Liturgy - Cindy Francis
Sacramental Coordinators:
Marisa Squadrito & Liz Mulcare
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au
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The Alpha in a Catholic Context Program starts this Thursday 7 March at 7pm in
the Parish Hall, with a shared meal, a video presentation and discussion. If you
would like to attend, or even come with a friend, please let the parish office know
by email office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Alpha is a 12 week faith enrichment program which seeks to reflect on the
essentials of the Christian faith through talks, meals, prayer and discussion. It is
described by its organisers as "an opportunity to explore the meaning of life".
Who is the course for?
1. It is a great way to enrich faith in committed active Catholics.
2. It is for anyone who is interested or anyone searching for deeper answers to
faith and deeper questions of life, purpose and existence.
3. It is for someone who might not yet be a Christian, but is interested in learning
more about what Christian’s believe and how we live our faith.
If you are interested in attending, or are not quite sure what Alpha is all about
but might be interested, then please let the office know and come this Thursday.
You wont regret it!
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Collections Update from 10 February

PULPIT POINTS 3-March

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note the
new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$1481
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs:
$1247
2nd Collection (parish costs):
$1917
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs:
$2126
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.

• Upskilled priests to manage mission - Story about Fr
James
• Mary’s way with knots
• What men really need
• Cardinal George Pell convicted
• Movie review: Alita: Battle Angel

2019 Parish Sacrament Dates
20 March - Parent Meeting for First Holy Communion
(Parents of students in Year 3)
(Parents of students in Year 4 to Year 6
22/23/29/30 June - First Holy Communion
25 August - Combined Confirmation for Northern Deanery at
St Mary’s Cathedral
3 September - Parent Meeting for Reconciliation Program
(Parents of students in Year 2)
27-28 November - First Reconciliation.
Sacraments: Baptisms are scheduled throughout the year and
arranged on various Sundays/Saturday evenings.
Weddings are by arrangement.
Please contact the office for more information or consult the
parish website calendar.

Lenten Days of Penance
1. Abstinence from meat, and fasting, must be observed on
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. All who have completed
their eighteenth year and have not yet begun their sixtieth year
are bound to fast. All who have completed their fourteenth year
are bound to abstain.
2. On all other Fridays of the year including the Fridays of Lent,
the law of the common practice of penance in the Church is
fulfilled by performing any one of the following:
(a) prayer – for example, Mass attendance; family prayer; a visit
to a church or chapel; reading the Bible; making the Stations of
the Cross; praying the rosary.
(b) self-denial – for example, not eating meat; not eating sweets
or dessert; giving up entertainment to spend time with the family; limiting food and drink so as to give to the poor of one’s own
country; limiting use of social media, smart phones or television.
(c) helping others – for example, special attention to someone
who is poor, sick, elderly, lonely or overburdened.
Lent in 2019 begins from Ash Wednesday (6 March) to the Mass
of the Lord’s Supper (18 April). The Easter Fast is observed
during the Easter Triduum on Good Friday (19 April), and if
possible, until the Easter Vigil on the evening of 20 April.

St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
This bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

Parish Coffee & Cake this Sunday
after 10am Mass. Thank you for the
organisation of the the Filipino Parishioners.
All welcome.

Ash Wednesday Masses: 6 March
9.15am (with Marist Students)
12pm (with St Michael’s Primary Students) & 7pm
Blessed Ashes can be received by anyone during Mass. Ashes
will not be available for collection after Mass.
Lenten Stations of the Cross will occur every Friday
during Lent at 12pm and 7pm, starting on Friday 8 March.

Proposed Change of Mass Time
The Parish Liturgy Committee is proposing to change
Saturday evening Mass (outside of daylight saving) from
6pm to 5pm, to assist families and the elderly get home in
some light during the winter months. Please consider this
proposed change and express an opinion either way in the
next few weeks, so that a decision can be made.

St Michael’s Catholic Primary
Open Day and Kindergarten 2020
Enrolments
The school Open Day for prospective new families is being
held on Tuesday March 5. Two identical sessions will be held
from 9:30am to 11:00am and 5:30pm to 7:00pm.
Each session will commence with small group school tours
lead by our Year 6 Student Leaders followed by a
presentation by Mr Story, the school principal. All families
considering St Michael’s School are encouraged to attend one
of the sessions. Please call the school office (9808 2658) to
book your place on a tour.
Enrolment applications for Kindergarten 2020 are currently
being accepted. Enrolment packs can be obtained from the
school office and will also be distributed on the Open Day on
March 5. Packs can also be mailed out - simply call the school
office (9808 2658).

Marist College Eastwood Open Day
Sunday 3 March from 12 noon - 3:00pm
Cme along and have an enjoyable and informative afternoon.
Enrolments are now being finalised for Year 7 2020.
www.mce.nsw.edu.au

Marist Sisters’ College - Woolwich
CAMPUS EXPERIENCE :Tuesday, 5 March
Applications for Year 7, 2021 will close Wednesday, 20
March 2019. Girls in Year 4/Year 5 are encouraged to attend
open day.
Bookings online. Visit www.mscw.nsw.edu.au
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Roster: 9 / 10 March 2019
Time

Acolyte

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Carol Maher
Brian Maher

8:00AM

Stephen Topple

Nick Radice
Agnes Aldana

10:00AM Joel Tabuso

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Readers

1 Gemma Martin
2 Prescilla Luzon
3 Joseph J K
4 Liz Paricka
5 Mark Pereira
6 Pam Keenan
Marie Bennett
Mel Talisayon
1 Maureen Richardson
2 Danima Grace
3 Joel Tabuso
4 Lala Tabuso
5 Devonna Gonsalves
6 Joan D'souza

Leony Hamor
Maria Sharmila

Liturgy for this week

(4 - 10 March 2019)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:30am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
8.15am: Tuesday Morning Mass
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Wednesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

The Piety Stall

will be open after all Masses this weekend.

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
Mon 4 Saint Casimir
Fri 8 Saint John of God

Thu 7 Saints Perpetua and Felicity,
Sat 9 Saint Frances of Rome

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer.
Flowers cost about $100 per week.Donation boxes are at the church
doors or can be made through the Parish Office.

Cleaners for March: Rene Gittany, Gemma Martin and
Leeyah del Rosario; Linen: Prescilla Luzon, Vacuum: John Abood

Mowing Help Needed: The mowing team is in need of
assistance. Two members have recently moved and we are
shorthanded. Mowing maintenance takes about 2-3 hours one day a
month. If you can help contact Don Smith 0414 748 302

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Tuesday 5th March 8:15am
Remembrance Mass for Angelito Yu
Wednesday 6th March 9:15am
Remembrance Mass for Neville Gittany
Wednesday 6th March 7pm
Mass for wellbeing of Lena and Roland Camilleri
Thursday 7th March 2019 9:15am
Remembrance Mass for Majo Mitchell
Friday 8th March 2019 9:15am
Remembrance Mass for Youssef Bay Karam
Saturday 9th March 2019 9:15am
Remembrance Mass for Joseph Dang
NOTE: Only one Mass offering is permitted per day.

BAPTISM:

Welcome to our newest Christians:
Edward and Ruby McGregor, who will be baptised
this Saturday 2 March at 6pm Mass, and Theodore
Ams, who will be baptised on 3 March at 10am Mass.

Download/Sync Parish Calendar view and download from the Parish Website. It is
updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar,
you can easily add the calendar to your calendar by
pressing the + button on the homepage:
www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Liturgy Volunteers needed
We are looking for volunteers to conduct children's
liturgy as a leader or a helper for the Sunday 10.00 am
Mass.
It involves introducing gospel to children in a manner
that is fun and easy to understand. Materials will be
provided to the liturgist. If interested, kindly contact the
children's liturgy coordinator Cindrella Francis
0481320454 or the Parish office

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested.
You will be trained in conducting a class, what to teach
and provided all teaching materials to make you a
successful catechist.

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and
ministries from your previous parish with our community.
Please complete a parish registration & census form at the
office. Consider volunteering and joining the parish
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