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7th Sunday in Ordinary Time C/1
Luke 6:27-38

Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Ps 12: 6
O Lord, I trust in your merciful
love. My heart will rejoice in
your salvation. I will sing to the
Lord who has been bountiful
with me.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I say this to you
who are listening: Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, bless those who
curse you, pray for those who treat you
badly. To the man who slaps you on one
cheek, present the other cheek too; to the
man who takes your cloak from you, do not
refuse your tunic. Give to everyone who
asks you, and do not ask for your property
back from the man who robs you. Treat
others as you would like them to treat you.
If you love those who love you, what thanks
can you expect? Even sinners love those
who love them. And if you do good to those
who do good to you, what thanks can you expect? For even sinners do that
much. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what thanks
can you expect? Even sinners lend to sinners to get back the same amount.
Instead, love your enemies and do good, and lend without any hope of return.
You will have a great reward, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he
himself is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
‘Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate. Do not judge, and you
will not be judged yourselves; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned yourselves; grant pardon, and you will be pardoned. Give, and
there will be gifts for you: a full measure, pressed down, shaken together, and
running over, will be poured into your lap; because the amount you measure
out is the amount you will be given back.’

1st Reading:
1 Samuel 26:2,7-9,11-13,22-23
Do not lift your hand against the
Lord's anointed.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 102(103):1-4,8,10,12-13

The Lord is kind
and merciful.
2nd Reading:
1 Corinthians 15:45-49
The first Adam became a living
soul; the last Adam, a life-giving
spirit.

Gospel Acclamation:
John 13:34
Alleluia, alleluia!
I give you a new
commandment; love one
another as I have loved you.
Alleluia!

Gospel:

Luke 6:27-38
Love your enemies.

Communion Antiphon:
Ps 9: 2-3
I will recount all your wonders,
I will rejoice in you and be glad,
and sing psalms to your name,
O Most High.
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Reflection from Fr James McCarthy
The readings today are linked together by one main
theme: the power of Christian love, when exercised in
unconditional forgiveness. Today’s gospel (Luke 6:2738), gives us Jesus' revolutionary moral teaching about
correct choices in our human relationships, placing a
special emphasis on the golden rule: “Do to others as you
would have them do to you.” This golden rule is amplified
by a series of commands: “Love your enemies...Do good
to those who hate you; bless those who curse you and pray
for those who treat you badly.”
Forgiveness is at the heart of the Christian message.
Forgiveness of our enemies can do much more than justice, retaliation or the full
force of the legal system can ever do! Do you remember the Oscar awardwinning movie “Dead Man Walking” from 1995? It was based on the book of
the same name published in 1993, depicting the counselling experiences of
Sister Helen Prejean, a Sister of St. Joseph who worked in prison ministry in
Louisiana and was a long-time campaigner against the death penalty in the
United States. The story and the movie are about the relationship of Sister Helen
with a criminal named Robert Willie and with one of his victims, Debbie Morris.
Willie and a friend of his were convicted of going on an eight-day crime spree
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
in which they kidnapped three eighteen-year-olds. They molested and murdered
one girl, sexually assaulted another and beat up a third. Debbie's boyfriend was
tortured, shot and paralyzed. Debbie Morris survived the experience and her
attacker Willie was executed for his crimes. Because of those traumatic events,
Debbie Morris was in agony for years and could not forgive Robert Willie for his
crimes. For eighteen years after the incident, Debbie was filled with anxiety, fear
and hatred. She didn’t have an hour in which she was free of torment. She hated
her mother for letting her go out that night; she hated God for letting this happen
to her; and needless to say, she hated Robert Willie. Sister Helen counselled
Debbie in great length over many years, and finally, after eighteen years of trauma
and personal torment, Debbie Morris found the strength to forgive Robert Willie
for his crimes.
Debbie is now married, has two children, and is doing very well. She wrote in a
book entitled Forgiving the Dead Man Walking: “By forgiving Robert Willie, I in
no way absolve him of the responsibility for what he did. But the refusal to
forgive him meant that I held on to my pain, my shame, and my self-pity. Justice
didn’t do a thing to heal me. Forgiveness did everything.”
When we hear today’s gospel we are tempted to ask: Is Jesus serious about his
teaching on forgiveness? Does Jesus expect us to subject ourselves to physical
abuse and actually enjoy it? Is he saying that to defend oneself against physical
attack is a sin? What does he mean when he tells us to ‘turn the other cheek?’
Debbie Morris would answer, “Justice didn’t heal me. Forgiveness did.”
Jesus is completely serious when he tells us to love our enemies and forgive them,
showing them that God’s justice lies in His mercy. For Jesus, love is a
fundamental attitude that seeks another’s good. Jesus orders us to love our
enemies and to be merciful as God our Father is merciful. To forgive someone
who has attack you is one the hardest things to do, but until a person is able to
forgive others, then the pain and the hurt will never really go away.
“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you,
pray for those who treat you badly.”

Alpha Program - Coming in Lent & Easter this year
The Alpha in a Catholic Context Program is coming to St Michael’s during Lent
and Easter on Thursday evenings from 7pm. It will begin on Thursday 7 March in
the Parish Hall and will be run by a team of lay volunteers, some from the parish
and some from outside the parish. Alpha is a 12 week faith enrichment program
which seeks to reflect on the essentials of the Christian faith through talks, meals,
prayer and discussion. It is described by its organisers as "an opportunity to explore
the meaning of life". It was started in London by the Anglican Church and has now
been adapted and used by the Catholic Church and many other denominations.
Almost 100 Million people have done the course in the last 30 years, which is about
4% of the world’s Christians.
Who is the course for?
1. It is a great way to enrich faith in committed active Catholics.
2. It is for anyone who is interested or anyone searching for deeper answers to
faith and deeper questions of life, purpose and existence.
3. It is for someone who might not yet be a Christian, but is interested in learning
more about what Christian’s believe and how we live our faith.
If you are interested in attending or know someone who might like to attend,
please contact the parish office to express interest. Please invite interested
friends, neighbours or family members to consider attending. You wont regret it!
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Collections Update from 10 February

PULPIT POINTS 24-February

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note the
new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$1270
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs:
$1260
2nd Collection (parish costs):
$1762
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs:
$2113
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.

• The beauty of God through the lens
• Vinnies sign up to homelessness plan
• US Cardinal busted back to lay state
• Movie review: Isn’t It Romantic
• Marriage prep worth its weight in gold
• Students’ legal win

2019 Parish Sacrament Dates

Parish Coffee and Cake - 3 March

20 March - Parent Meeting for First Holy Communion
(Parents of students in Year 3)
(Parents of students in Year 4 to Year 6
22/23/29/30 June - First Holy Communion
25 August - Combined Confirmation for Northern
Deanery at St Mary’s Cathedral
3 September - Parent Meeting for Reconciliation Program
(Parents of students in Year 2)
27-28 November - First Reconciliation.
Sacraments: Baptisms are scheduled throughout the year
and arranged on various Sundays/Saturday evenings.
Weddings are by arrangement.
Please contact the office for more information or consult
the parish website calendar.

St Michael’s Catholic Primary School
Open Day - Tuesday 5 March &
Kindergarten 2020 Enrolments Info.
The school Open Day for prospective new families is being held
on Tuesday March 5. Two identical sessions will be held from
9:30am - 11am and 5:30pm - 7pm.
Each session will commence with small group school tours lead
by our Year 6 Student Leaders followed by a presentation by Mr
Story, the school principal. All families considering St Michael’s
School are encouraged to attend one of the sessions. Please call
the school office (9808 2658) to book your place on a tour.
Enrolment applications for Kindergarten 2020 are currently
being accepted. Enrolment packs can be obtained from the school
office and will also be distributed on the Open Day on March 5.
Packs can also be mailed out by simply call the school office
(9808 2658).

World Day of Prayer: 11am, 1 March
Theme: SLOVENIA 'Come - everything is ready'. All Welcome
Place: West Ryde Community Church (Baptist)

St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
This bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

Confirmation
Parent
Essential
Information Evening – 27 February 7pm
Confirmation for the Meadowbank Parish (candidates in Yr
6- Yr 8) will occur this year at St Mary’s Cathedral on Sunday
August 25th at 3.30pm as part of Archdiocese of Sydney
Confirmations. There will be a parent information meeting on
Wednesday 27th February at 7pm to 7.30pm to provide more
information about the modified format. Enrolment will not
occur until June 8/9. This meeting is to help parents
understand the modified arrangements.
After the 10am Mass. Organised by the Filipino
Parishioners. All welcome.
Please bring a plate to share.
No hot food - only biscuits, cakes or fruit.

Ash Wednesday Masses: 6 March
9.15am (with Marist Students)
12pm (with St Michael’s Primary Students) & 7pm
Blessed Ashes can be received by anyone during Mass. Ashes
will not be available for collection after Mass.
Lenten Stations of the Cross will occur every Friday
during Lent at 12pm and 7pm, starting on Friday 8 March.

Children’s Liturgy Volunteers Needed
We are looking for volunteers to help conduct children's
liturgy as a leader or a helper for the Sunday 10am Mass
once a month.
The role will involve introducing the Gospel to children
in a manner that is fun and easy to understand. Materials
will be provided. If interested, kindly contact the
children's liturgy coordinator Cindrella Francis
0481320454 or the Parish office.

Friday Nights Bible Study at SVD
TOPIC: THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST.
LUKE - AN INTRODUCTION
Presented by: Fr. Elmer I. lbarra, SVD Bible Apostolate
Coordinator SVD Australia Province
22 February 2019, Friday 7:30-8:30pm
SVD Community Hall, Divine Word Missionaries
Provincial House, 199 Epping Road, Marsfield, NSW
Admission is FREE!!! (you may bring a pack of cookies for
fellowship afterwards)

Marist Sisters’ College - Woolwich
CAMPUS EXPERIENCE EVENING
Tuesday, 5 March
Applications for Year 7, 2021 will close Wednesday, 20
March 2019
Bookings online. Visit www.mscw.nsw.edu.au
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Roster: 2 / 3 March 2019
Time

Acolyte

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Family Vigil
Youth Readers

8:00AM

Vinodh Stanley

Maureen Fairbairn
Mel Talisayon

John Fillion &

10:00AM Joel Tabuso

Liturgy for this week

Jonathan Ling
Joan D'souza

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Robyn Meehan
2 Sue Metzmacher
3 Sunitha Victor
4 Brian Maher
5 Carol Maher
6 David Doring
Joseph D'Mello
Judith Orrock
1 Connie Buttigieg
2 Celeste Villarente
3 Darryle Fernandes
4 Felicity Donnelly
5 Gloria Divine
6 Felissa Tan

(25 Feb - 3 March 2019)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:30am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
8.15am: Tuesday Morning Mass
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Wednesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Saturday 23rd February 9:15am
Remembrance Mass:
Domingo & Consolacion Luzon
Tuesday 26th February 8:15am
Remembrance Mass: Danilo Robles
Wednesday 27th February 9:15am
Thanksgiving Mass: Guillermo Pili & Family
Thursday 28th February 9:15am
Remembrance Mass: Mary Megdaleen Joseph
Friday 1st March
9:15am
Remembrance Mass: Kathleen & Frederick Angel
Saturday 2nd March
9:15am
Remembrance Mass:
Maria Carmen Pili & Ildefonsa Ponce
NOTE: Only one Mass offering is permitted per day.

Download/Sync Parish Calendar view and download from the Parish Website. It is
updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar,
you can easily add the calendar to your calendar by
pressing the + button on the homepage:
www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

First Friday Mass - 1 March 7pm
The tradition of First Friday Masses will return in March
at 7pm on 1 March (next Friday), followed by Pizza
Fellowship in the Hall. All Welcome.

The Piety Stall

Commissioning of Liturgical Ministers
Sat/Sun 2 & 3 March There will be a special

CHURCH CLEANERS March 2019

blessing and commissioning of all liturgical ministers at
the Masses on the first weekend in March. Readers,
musicians, extraordinary ministers, altar society,
collectors, acolytes and altar servers are asked to attend
Mass and commit to service this year.

is open on the 1st & 3rd weekends of the
month. Our next opening will be on Saturday 2nd & Sunday 3rd
March.

Rene Gittany, Gemma Martin and Leeyah del Rosario
LINEN: Prescilla Luzon
Vacuum: John Abood

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer.
Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please consider donating to the
Altar Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors or can be made
through the Parish Office.

Mowing Help Needed: The mowing team is in need of
assistance. Two members have recently moved and we are
shorthanded. Mowing maintenance takes about 2-3 hours one day a
month. If you can help contact Don Smith 0414 748 302

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested.
You will be trained in conducting a class, what to teach
and provided all teaching materials to make you a
successful catechist.

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and
ministries from your previous parish with our community.
Please complete a parish registration & census form at the
office. Consider volunteering and joining the parish
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