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5th Sunday in Ordinary Time C/1
Luke 5:1-11

Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Ps 94: 6-7

Jesus was standing one day by the Lake of
Gennesaret, with the crowd pressing round
him listening to the word of God, when he
caught sight of two boats close to the bank.
The fishermen had gone out of them and
were washing their nets. He got into one of
the boats – it was Simon’s – and asked him to
put out a little from the shore. Then he sat
down and taught the crowds from the boat.
When he had finished speaking he said to
Simon, ‘Put out into deep water and pay out
your nets for a catch.’ ‘Master,’ Simon replied,
‘we worked hard all night long and caught
nothing, but if you say so, I will pay out the nets.’ And when they had done
this they netted such a huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, so
they signalled to their companions in the other boat to come and help them;
when these came, they filled the two boats to sinking point.
When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of Jesus saying, ‘Leave me,
Lord; I am a sinful man.’ For he and all his companions were completely
overcome by the catch they had made; so also were James and John, sons of
Zebedee, who were Simon’s partners. But Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be
afraid; from now on it is men you will catch.’ Then, bringing their boats back
to land, they left everything and followed him.

O come, let us worship God
and bow low before the
God who made us, for he is
the Lord our God.

1st Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8
'Here I am: send me'.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 137(138):1-5,7-8

In the sight of the angels
I will sing your praises,
Lord.

2nd Reading:
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
I preached what the others preach,
and you all believed.

Gospel Acclamation:
Matt 4:19

Alleluia, alleluia!
Come follow me, says the
Lord, and I will make you
fishers of my people.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 5:1-11
They left everything and followed
him.

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 106: 8-9

Let them thank the Lord
for his mercy, his wonders
for the children of men, for
he satisfies the thirsty soul,
and the hungry he fills with
good things.

Reflection from Fr James McCarthy
Today’s readings are “Vocation stories” which direct our
attention to the fact that God has His own criteria for
selecting people to be prophets, disciples and ministers.
Presenting the special calls/vocations of Isaiah, Paul and
Peter as life-changing events, the readings challenge us
to examine our own personal call to be Christians – a call
to conversion and discipleship in Jesus Christ. We are to
consider how and what we are called by God to do and
to live. We are called to accept that we are unworthy but
we are called to the service of the most worthy one Jesus Christ.
When faced with the awesome power of God, Isaiah, Paul and Peter are all
struck dumb by their own unworthiness to be ministers and servants of God. St
Peter in today’s gospel and Isaiah in the first reading express their
unworthiness to be in the presence of God’s great holiness, and Peter and Isaiah
both immediately receive their divine calls to follow in the way of the Lord.
In today’s gospel, after witnessing the miraculous catch of fish, Peter openly
tells Jesus that he is a sinner, unworthy even to remain in His presence, let
alone to be His disciple or his rock.
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator: Fr James McCarthy
Email: pp@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours: Tuesday - Friday
9:00am-4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:
meynardo@laposte.net
Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)

Felicity Donnelly (Vigils & Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators for 6pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Maree Twomey
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
4th SUN 10 am – Muntia Gouw
1st SUN 10am – Peter & Jenchris
3rd, 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10am – David Foong
Children Liturgy - Cindy Francis
Sacramental Coordinators:
Marisa Squadrito & Liz Mulcare
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Mr Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
The second reading describes the call of another great apostle who
acknowledges himself to be unworthy of the name of apostle or the call to be a
disciple. Paul, a former persecutor of the Christians, sees his history as, by God’s
grace an apostle, though the least of the apostles, and even unworthy of that
distinction because of his former, although deeply repented, history.
By giving Isaiah, Paul and Peter a strong realization and conviction of their
unworthiness and of their need of total dependence on God’s grace is an
indication that God prepared them for their mission in the world, and that it was
not simply something of their own choosing.
There are many other examples of conversions and unlikely calls to service of
God throughout the Scriptures and even throughout Christian history, and even
in our own local church and parish. Moses was a hotheaded murderer before he
was called to lead Israel out of slavery in Egypt; David, the Royal Psalmist, was
initially a humble shepherd who killed Goliath, then a faithful King of Israel, but
later in his story he failed to obey the commandments of God and became an
adulterer and a murderer. His punishment followed swiftly, and his acceptance
of this punishment brought forgiveness and humility, although the forgiveness
did not erase the consequences of his sins.
The calls of various ministers of God are set before us in order that we can
reassess our own call from God and our response to God’s abundant grace in our
lives. God provides in abundance and discipleship and ministry is not a pure
individual choice but is the response to the movement of God’s grace and God’s
merciful forgiveness. God calls the weak and not the strong to service, and the
same is true with us today.
Let us be like Isaiah, Paul and Peter - let us respond to the abundance of God’s
goodness and accept our call and our part to share in the ministry of Jesus Christ
today.

Alpha Program - Coming in Lent & Easter this year
The Alpha in a Catholic Context Program is coming to St Michael’s during Lent
and Easter on Thursday evenings from 7pm. It will begin on Thursday 7 March in
the Parish Hall and will be run by a team of lay volunteers, some from the parish
and some from outside the parish. Alpha is a 12 week faith enrichment program
which seeks to reflect on the essentials of the Christian faith through talks, meals,
prayer and discussion. It is described by its organisers as "an opportunity to explore
the meaning of life". It was started in London by the Anglican Church and has now
been adapted and used by the Catholic Church and many other denominations.
Almost 100 Million people have done the course in the last 30 years, which is about
4% of the world’s Christians.
Who is the course for?
1. It is a great way to enrich faith in committed active Catholics.
2. It is for anyone who is interested or anyone searching for deeper answers to
faith and deeper questions of life, purpose and existence.
3. It is for someone who might not yet be a Christian, but is interested in learning
more about what Christian’s believe and how we live our faith.
If you are interested in attending or know someone who might like to attend,
please contact the parish office to express interest. There are limited spaces (50)
available for this first instalment of Alpha. Organisers will try to allocate a balance
between people from all three categories above. Please invite interested friends,
neighbours or family members to consider attending. You wont regret it!
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Collections Update from 3 February

PULPIT POINTS 10-February

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note the
new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy):
$1118
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs: $1260
2nd Collection (parish costs):
$2024
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs: $2070
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person can
easily setup via their own online banking to give to the parish on
a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04295003; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.

• Marie Kondo’s gift to Vinnies
• Bishop slams Teacher’s Union
• Legendary Port Macquarie Priest passes away
• Charismatic leader visits Sydney
• Movie review: Roma
• To excommunicate ... or not

2019 Parish Sacrament Dates
20 March - Parent Meeting for First Holy Communion
(Parents of students in Year 3)
(Parents of students in Year 4 to Year 6
22/23/29/30 June - First Holy Communion
25 August - Combined Confirmation for Northern
Deanery at St Mary’s Cathedral
3 September - Parent Meeting for Reconciliation Program
(Parents of students in Year 2)
27-28 November - First Reconciliation.
Sacraments: Baptisms are scheduled throughout the year
and arranged on various Sundays/Saturday evenings.
Weddings are by arrangement.
Please contact the office for more information or consult
the parish website calendar.

Plenary 2020 - Consultation in the
Parish - 22 and 23 February
What is Plenary 2020? Plenary Council 2020 is a formal
meeting of the Catholic Church in Australia to occur in 2020 and
2021 (with the approval of Pope Francis) in order to reflect on the
current situation of the Church and to make decisions about
actions and priorities for the future of the Church in Australia.
To prepare the agenda for this Council, every Australian is
invited to be involved in the consultation and listening phase and
to reflect and share on the consultation questions:
1. What do you think God is asking of us as a Church in our
Parish and the Catholic Church in Australia at this moment in
history?
2. What questions do you have about the future of the Church
in Australia to be considered by Church leaders in 2020?
3. Do you have a story of your experience of faith or an
experience of the Church you would like to share?
There will be listening sessions on Friday 22 February (10am11.30am in Multi-Purpose Room) and another session on
Saturday 23 February (10am to 11.30am - in the Fr Bush
Memorial Hall). All parishioners are encouraged to pray and to
participate in this local process as part of Plenary 2020.

St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
This bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

Pro-Life Training Day: 16 Feb - 9am- 5pm
International speaker Brendan Malone will run
workshops on spreading the pro-life message with clarity
and compassion during times of political upheaval. New
abortion laws are expected in NSW in 2019. Come and
prepare to defend life. $30 per head includes morning
tea, lunch and afternoon tea. Where: St Paul of the Cross
Parish, 532 New Canterbury Rd. Dulwich Hill.
RSVP essential: www.trybooking.com/ZZAZ

Multicultural Mass - 17 February
2pm - St Mary’s Cathedral
Come an celebrate our Interculturality. There will be a
special Mass celebrated by Archbishop Fisher. ALL
WELCOME. Attendees are invited to dress with
distinctive cultural vesture.

Religious Freedom Act in Australia
Church Seminar - 17 Feb, 4-5pm
What does it all mean and how will Religious
Freedom Act and other Legislative changes affect
my family?
How will the new proposed Commonwealth Parliament
bill impact your children and grandchildren? What
impact will it have on educating our children in
Catholic schools? What can you do to protect your
religious freedom?
Listen to Monica Doumit (from the Archdiocese of
Sydney) speak about where this is heading & what we
can do about it.
When: Sunday 17 February 2019 @ 4-5pm
Where:
All Hallows’ Catholic Church
2 Halley Street, Five Dock

Drawing and Giving Life - Pastoral
Ministry Conference - 26 Feb, 2019
How do we renew our pastoral structures to draw and
give life in the post Royal Commission Church? In
what ways are we called to move forward and
strengthen our ministries to serve the mission of Jesus
Christ?
The day includes networking with ministry leaders
around NSW and two opportunities to engage with a
variety of workshops with on the ground practitioners
offering strategies for renewing and strengthening our
pastoral mission.
Normal rate $75. Dooleys Catholic Club Lidcombe.
Tuesday 26th February 2019. 9.30am to 4.30pm.
Page 3

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

The Parish Bulletin

Roster: 16 / 17 February 2019
Time

Acolyte

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Aneela Pereira
Glen Pereira

8:00AM

Stephen Topple

Gemma Evesson
Gregory Cheng

10:00AM Moussa El Bayeh

Francis Mawuko
Charlene Harrison

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Brian Maher
2 Carol Maher
3 David Doring
4 Gemma Martin
5 Henaa Jawher
6 Joseph J K
Nora Gardner
Agnes Aldana
1 Connie Buttigieg
2 Danima Grace
3 Felicity Donnelly
4 Gloria Divine
5 Darryle Fernandes
6 Devonna Gonsalves

(11 - 17 February 2019)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:30am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
8.15am: Tuesday Morning Mass
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Wednesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

The Piety Stall

is open on the 1st & 3rd weekends of the
month. Our next opening will be on 16th & 17th February.

CHURCH CLEANERS February 2019
Marie Bennett, Fadia Tohme, Amala Ambrose, Grace Wei,
Christine Henderson
Linen: Vi Moussa Vacuuming: Richard Borges

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean and
vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551 to volunteer.
Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please consider donating to the
Altar Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors or can be made
through the Parish Office.

Mowing Help Needed: The mowing team is in need of
assistance. Two members have recently moved and we are
shorthanded. Mowing maintenance takes about 2-3 hours one day a
month. If you can help contact Don Smith 0414 748 302

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Tuesday 12th February 2019 8:15am
Thanksgiving Mass – Guillermo & Gabrielle Pili
Wednesday 13th February 2019 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Guillermo Aldana Snr.
Thursday 14th February 2019 9:15am
Special Intention- Shaun Anthony Pak’s Birthday
(St Michael’s Opening School Mass)
Friday 15th February 2019 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Youssef Bey Karam
Saturday 16th February 2019 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Paul Pereira

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
Mon 11 Our Lady of Lourdes
Thu 14 Saints Cyril, monk, and Methodius,
Bishop

Download/Sync Parish Calendar view and download from the Parish Website. It is
updated on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar,
you can easily add the calendar to your calendar by
pressing the + button on the homepage:
www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

LITURGY MEETING
There will be a Liturgy Committee Meeting on
Thursday 14 February 2019 at 7.30pm in the Fr Alt
Meeting Room.

CATECHIST MEETING
There will be a Catechist Meeting on Thursday 14
February 2019 at 10:00am in the Fr Alt Meeting
Room. Scripture class enrolment forms and books
are ready for pick up in the meeting room.

Consider becoming a Catechist
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested.
You will be trained in conducting a class, what to teach
and provided all teaching materials to make you a
successful catechist.

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences and
ministries from your previous parish with our community.
Please complete a parish registration & census form at the
office. Consider volunteering and joining the parish
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