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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C/1
Happy Australia Day!
Gospel
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Ps 95: 1, 6
O sing a new song to the Lord;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
In his presence are majesty and
splendour, strength and honour in
his holy place.

1st Reading:
Nehemiah 8:2-6,8-10
All the people listened attentively to
the Book of the Law.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 18(19):8-10,15

Your words, Lord,
are Spirit and life.

2nd Reading:
1 Corinthians 12:12-30
You together are Christ's body,
but each a different part of it.

Gospel Acclamation:
Luke 4:18

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Lord sent me to bring
Good News to the poor and
freedom to prisoners. Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 1:1-4,4:14-21
'This text is being fulfilled today
even as you listen.'

Communion Antiphon:
Jn 8:12: I am the light of the
world, says the Lord; whoever
follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light
of life.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator:
Fr James McCarthy
Parish address
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank,
NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:
office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Office: Tues - Fri 9am-4:30pm
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Luke 1:1-4,4:14-21

Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up accounts
of the events that have taken place among us, exactly as these
were handed down to us by those who from the outset were
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, I in my turn, after
carefully going over the whole story from the beginning, have
decided to write an ordered account for you, Theophilus, so
that your Excellency may learn how well founded the
teaching is that you have received. Jesus, with the power of
the Spirit in him, returned to Galilee; and his reputation
spread throughout the countryside. He taught in their
synagogues and everyone praised him. He came to Nazara,
where he had been brought up, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day as he
usually did. He stood up to read and they handed him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah.
Unrolling the scroll he found the place where it is written: The spirit of the Lord has been
given to me, for he has anointed me. He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor,
to proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free, to
proclaim the Lord’s year of favour. He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the
assistant and sat down. And all eyes in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began
to speak to them, ‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.’

Liberty and Freedom - A Reflection from Fr James McCarthy
Liberty and Freedom sound like words from a US Presidential candidate. Speaking in the
synagogue of Nazareth, Jesus uses these prophetic terms to refer to the coming of the
Messiah and to describe His own mission – not a political mission to change a government, but a mission of God to the whole world to bring freedom and liberty. Jesus said
He had been sent, among other reasons, “to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim
liberty to captives and to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free and to proclaim
the Lord’s year of favour.”
School is about to start again, people are back at work and 2019 is getting well and truly
underway. How will this year be good news for the poor, how will this year bring
freedom and liberty to captives or sight to the blind? What will we do?
For the last 6 years, Pope Francis has been inviting us to have a preferential option for
the poor and those on the margins of society.
The Christian gospel is dangerous when its truth is put into practice. We have seen this
in recent times in parts of Africa, Iraq, Syria and Pakistan, to name just a few. The reality
of living the mission of Jesus was clearly seen in the life of Saint Oscar Romero, who
was murdered when, like Jesus, he reminded people of the needs of the poor and the
oppressed in El Salvador in the 1970s. When Bishop Romero was chosen to be the new
Archbishop of El Salvador, the government authorities thought he would keep quiet on
the question of the poor and the violence and corruption within government. But the
authorities were wrong. Archbishop Romero became an outspoken defender of the poor
and a critic of the state-supported “Death Squads” which killed anyone who opposed the
government. As a gesture of solidarity with the poor and those who were oppressed,
Archbishop Romero refused to appear in any public ceremonies sponsored by the army
or the government. He became the voice and conscience of El Salvador and his words
and actions were reported throughout the whole world, so that everybody knew the
atrocities happening in El Salvador. Archbishop Romero’s fight for human rights led to
his nomination for the Nobel Peace Prize. On March 24, 1980, at 6:25 PM, as Archbishop Romero was offering the Vigil Mass of the Annunciation at a hospital chapel in El
Salvador, a shot came from the back of the chapel and struck him in the chest, killing
him instantly. Archbishop Romero died a martyr for the gospel of Christ. He was
canonised a saint last year in October 2018.
As we reflect on the mission of Jesus, we remember Saint Oscar Romero and we
continue to strive to live out faithfully the “dangerous” truths of the “good news” which
is Jesus’ gift to us today. How will we live the dangerous truths this year?
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all
attendees and visitors to our church! May you
find our parish community a place where your
faith life will be nourished and you will take up
the invitation to share your special gifts and
talents. Your prayers, presence, talents and
skills are most welcome.

Roster: 2 / 3 February 2019
Time

Acolyte

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Family Vigil
Youth Readers

8:00AM

Meynardo Talisayon

Mel Talisayon
Nick Radice

10:00AM John Fillion

Maria Sharmila
Joan D'souza

Liturgy for this week

1 Gemma Martin
2 Henaa Jawher
3 Joseph J K
4 Liz Paricka
5 Sue Metzmacher
6 Pam Keenan
Joseph D'Mello
Judith Orrock
1 Felicity Donnelly
2 Felissa Tan
3 Darryle Fernandes
4 Celeste Villarente
5 Connie Buttigieg
6 Gloria Divine

(28 Jan - 3 Feb 2019)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm
Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:30am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday Masses

February Church Cleaner Roster
Marie Bennett, Fadia Tohme, Amala Ambrose, Grace Wei, Christin
Henderson; Linen: Vi Moussa Vacuuming: Richard Borges

Piety Stall

Re-opens next weekend for 2019.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
We always need more help. Contact Marie Bennett (0447 830 551) to assist.
Flowers cost about $100 a week. Consider donating to the Altar Society
through boxes at the church doors or at Parish Office.

St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
This bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander
through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Tuesday 29th January 2019 9:15am

(Mass with School Teachers to begin new year)
Mass of Remembrance for Evelyn Chant
Wednesday 30th January 2019 9:15am
Mass for Teodora Murillo recently deceased
Thursday 31st January 2019 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Fr Domic Cuong
Friday 1st February 2019 9:15am
Remembrance Mass for David Andbie Magbitang
(recently deceased)
Saturday 2nd February 2019 9:15am
Remembrance Mass for Maria Carmen Pili
& Ildefonsa Ponce
NOTE: One Mass offering is accepted per day.

Saints & Feasts of the Week:
Mon 28 Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Doctor
Thu 31 Saint John Bosco, Priest
Sat 2 The Presentation of the Lord - Feast

Trial Change of Tuesday Mass time
In order to assist catechists to be able to attend Mass
and teach at Public Schools on Tuesdays, there will be a
trial during February of Tuesday Mass at 8.15am.

St Bakhita’s Day – Ethical Sourcing
Expo: 8 February St Mary’s Cathedral
Executives from across the corporate/public sector are
invited to attend. This Expo will bring together
international best practice, modern slavery survivor
testimony, local case studies and practical step-by-step
guidance to support ethical sourcing practices as part of
a robust procurement framework.
Event contact/RSVP: Alison Rahill, Anti-Slavery
Taskforce, Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney
E: alison.rahill@sydneycatholic.org M: 0439 482 290

Collections Update from 20 January
Thank you for your generosity. Please note the new
adjusted targets to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy): $1067 ($180 under)
New weekly target to cover costs: $1242
2nd Collection (parish costs): $1422 ($620 under)
New weekly target to cover costs: $2045
DIRECT AUTOMATIC TRANSFER GIVING
1st Collection: BSB: 062 784; Account Number: 04292002;
Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral Revenue
2nd Collection: BSB: 062 784; Account Number: 04292000;
Account Name: St Michael’s Church. Please use envelope
number (if you have one) as a transaction reference.
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