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The Parish Bulletin
4th Sunday of Advent Yr C/1
Luke 1:39-44

Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Cf. Is 45: 8
Drop down dew from above,
you heavens, and let the clouds
rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and
bring forth a Saviour.

Mary set out and went as quickly
as she could to a town in the hill
country of Judah. She went into
Zechariah’s house and greeted
Elizabeth. Now as soon as
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,
the child leapt in her womb and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit. She gave a loud cry and
said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from
the mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my
ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who
believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’

1st Reading: Micah 5:1-4
He will stand and feed his flock
with the power of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 79(80):2-3,15-16,18-19
Lord, make us turn to you; let
us see your face and we shall be
saved.

2nd Reading:
Hebrews 10:5-10
God, here I am! I am coming to
obey your will.

Gospel Acclamation:
Luke 1:38
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the servant of the Lord:
may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!

Gospel:

Luke 1:39-44
Why should I be honoured with a
visit from the mother of my Lord?

Communion Antiphon:
Is 7: 14
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive
and bear a son;
and his name will be called
Emmanuel.
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator: Fr James McCarthy
Email: pp@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours: Closed between Christmas
and New Year.
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:
meynardo@laposte.net
Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)

Felicity Donnelly (Vigils & Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators for 6pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Maree Twomey
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
4th SUN 10 am – Muntia Gouw
1st SUN 10am – Peter & Jenchris
3rd, 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10am – David Foong
Children Liturgy - Elsa Manu
Sacramental Coordinators: Marisa
Squadrito & Liz Mulcare
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock
Parish Safeguarding Support Officer Lou Temprosa

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au

Page 2

St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection

From Fr James McCarthy
When celebrating a birthday, it can be easy to forget the
importance of the mother in giving birth to a child. On the
last Sunday before Christmas, just hours before we
celebrate Christmas and the birth of Jesus, St Luke
reminds us of two remarkable pregnant women: Mary and
Elizabeth. They are remarkable because neither would be
pregnant under ordinary circumstances. One was a virgin;
the other was significantly beyond childbearing age and
had never been blessed with a child.
Our Gospel begins immediately after the Angel Gabriel
had come to Mary to announce that Mary was to be with
child. And what does Mary do? Mary goes on a journey of about 200km from
Nazareth in Galilee (where Gabriel appeared to her) to a town called Ann Karem
(where Elizabeth lived), just outside Jerusalem.
St Luke describes Mary as going quickly and in a rush. The Annunciation of the
Angel Gabriel was a life-changing announcement and Mary needed time away
from Nazareth, in order to reflect and prepare herself for the birth of Jesus.
Mary went quickly to visit Elizabeth because Mary was young – about 14 years
old. Young people and young adults get excited about things, especially good
things. As a Church, we should encourage young people to be excited and work
with them to achieve and build on our excitement for Christ. Mary had excitement
and she wanted to get up and do something - she wanted to go on a journey to
discover who she was and discover the truth of her life and the truth of existence.
Mary may have wanted to see Elizabeth so that she could actually see and believe
that Elizabeth was pregnant. In a time before phones, letters or Facebook, and
even a time before pregnancy tests or ultrasounds, seeing Elizabeth pregnant was
the only guaranteed way of confirming the truth about what the angel said about
Elizabeth. In the first days after the Annunciation, Mary may not have yet felt the
difference or the change in her body due to being pregnant. Seeing Elizabeth
pregnant might have confirmed in Mary’s consciousness that she was pregnant
and that she was to be the mother of the Saviour. Both pregnancies were unlikely,
but if what the Angel Gabriel had said to Mary was true both about Mary and
Elizabeth, then it made sense for Mary to be with her “partner” in this divine plan
of salvation.
The Church is pregnant, even today, with the presence of Christ. We, like Mary,
carry within us the presence of Christ, not just for our own sake, but in order to
share Jesus with others. The way that each person lives their life can have a
tremendous influence on those we come in contact with. Every Christian has the
ability, power and vocation to bring Christ’s love to those around us, in a similar
way that Mary carried Jesus with her. We carry the presence of Christ to those in
difficult situations - those frightened, intimated or isolated. Like Elizabeth who
was old, we are to carry Jesus to the elderly, and like Mary who was young and
enthusiastic, we are all called to be youthful in carrying Jesus.
In the coming days, with Mary and Joseph, we adore Christ as a newborn baby at
Christmas when we gaze at a Nativity scene. Look at the Nativity scene prior to
Christmas and see the empty manger. Jesus is not in the crib during Advent.
Instead, adore Christ as an unborn baby in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
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Collections Update from 16 December

PULPIT POINTS 23 December

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note
the new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy): $1171
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs: $1441
2nd Collection (parish costs): $1745
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs: $2043
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings, especially if you are away for holidays. It is a
safe, secure process that each person can easily setup via their
own online banking to give to the parish on a weekly, fortnightly
or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292000; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.

• The paradoxes of Christmas
• Growing good men
• The shock of the new
• Students shine in HSC
• Movie review: Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse
• 13 desserts for Advent

Christmas Masses Roster
Children's Mass 5pm
Acolytes Stephen Topple, Joel Tabuso, Moussa El Bayeh
Readers Parents/students
EOMHC Lala Tabuso, Henaa Jawher, Carol & Brian Maher,
Charlene Harrison

8pm Mass
Acolyte Jim Lemcke
Readers Pressy Menezes & Sue Metzmacher
EOMHC Liz Paricka, Joseph J K, Violet Moussa, David Doring
Note: Drinks and cake in the hall after 8pm Mass.
PLEASE ONLY BRING CAKES/Cookies TO SHARE.

Midnight Mass
(Christmas carols with choir 11.30pm)
Acolytes: Connie Buttigieg, Moussa El Bayeh
Readers Cielo Padrique, Maureen Richardson
EOMHC Celeste Villarente, Prescilla Luzon, Felisa Tan,

Joseph & Rita D’Mello
Christmas Day 9.15am Mass
Acolytes: Arthur Lee, Moussa El Bayeh
Readers Colleen Maguire, Sunitha Victor

Prayer of the Faithful – Odette Sequiera
EOMHC Judith Orrock, Norah Gardner, Joan D’Souza
ALTAR SERVERS: welcome to serve at any Mass.

January 1 New Years Day
Mass at 11am.
Please spread the word to invite others to join us.

Christmas Offering Envelopes
Please consider making an offering at Christmas to
assist with priests in special ministries, including those
undertaking further studies, those who are sick/
recovering from illnesses, and those who work with
migrant communities. Please place your offering on
any collection over the next few weeks.

Download & Sync Parish Calendar
view and download from the Parish Website. It is updated
on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, it is easy to
include the calendar in your own calendar by simply
hitting
the
+
button
on
the
homepage:
www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Funeral for Ron Taffa
Ron Taffa, a former parishioner (who donated the tabernacle
in St Michael’s Church many years ago) will be buried from
St Therese Catholic Church at Denistone at 10.30am on
Thursday 27 December.

Protection of Children.

A copy of Catholic
Archdiocese of Sydney Policy on the care, well-being and
protection of children and young persons is available in the
Parish office and from the Parish Website.

Pray for the Plenary Council
Across Australia, Catholics are gathering to pray, talk and
listen to one another about our experiences of faith and the
Church. Many parishes within the Archdiocese have
already commenced their journey towards the Plenary
Council 2020, sharing and reflecting on the future of the
Catholic church in Australia.
There will be discernment and listening sessions held at
St Michael’s Meadowbank in February 2019.
Please pray for the community of the Sydney Archdiocese
that we will respond well to the call of the Holy Spirit, by
engaging in the preparatory phase of the Plenary Council
with open and humble hearts, listening to what the Spirit is
saying to each one of us as we share our experiences of
faith towards the preparation of the agenda of the Plenary
Council.

An Advent App for Christmas! –
Meet Me in the Silence.

JANUARY CHURCH CLEANER ROSTER
Sarah Magsakay, Henna, Colleen MaGuire & Sue Lobo
LINEN: Ancy Joy (Weekly)
Carolyn Thomas (End of month)
VACUUM ROSTER: Justin Isaac
St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
This bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

Walk the journey to Advent on your mobile device. Each
day delivers a new video, podcast or written feature to assist
you to prepare for Christmas and meet Jesus in the silence,
despite the busyness of the Christmas season.
The Advent Calendar App is free and available on your
iPhone, iPad and Android devices. Search for "Xt3 Advent"
in the Google Play store or the App store, or visit
www.sydneycatholic.org/xt3advent
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Roster: 29 / 30 December 2018
Time

Acolyte

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Carol Maher
Brian Maher

8:00AM

Stephen Topple

Mel Talisayon
Nick Radice

10:00AM JJoel Tabuso

Charlene Harrison
Jeremy Billings

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Mark Pereira
2 Gemma Martin
3 Henaa Jawher
4 Liz Paricka
5 David Doring
6 Joseph J K
Violet Moussa
Nora Gardner
1 Joel Tabuso
2 Lala Tabuso
3 Felicity Donnelly
4 Felissa Tan
5 Gloria Divine
6 Joan D'Souza

Typical Weekly Liturgies
Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Celebrations for Christmas week:
(24-30 December 2018)
MONDAY 24 DECEMBER
9:15am: Weekday Mass
5pm: Children’s Christmas Mass with Pageant
8pm: Parish Christmas Mass (followed by drinks and
cake in the hall. Please bring some cake or cookies to
share. Fr John Alt to celebrate the Mass)
TUESDAY 25 DECEMBER (CHRISTMAS)
12am: Midnight Mass (carols from 11.30pm)
9.15am: Christmas Morning Mass (Carols from 9am)
WEDNESDAY 26 DECEMBER (Boxing Day)
9.15am: Mass for St Stephen’s Day (Fr Alt to celebrate)
THURSDAY 27 / FRIDAY 28 DECEMBER
9.15am: Weekday Communion Service
Friday 10.30am - Funeral Mass for Ron Taffa (Denistone)

SATURDAY 29 DECEMBER
9.15am: Weekday Communion Service
6pm: Saturday Vigil Mass
SUNDAY 30 DECEMBER: (HOLY FAMILY)

8am & 10am Mass

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

SAINTS & FEASTS OF THE WEEK
Tue 25 CHRISTMAS DAY Solemnity
Wed 26 SAINT STEPHEN, the first martyr Feast
Thu 27 SAINT JOHN, Apostle, Evangelist Feast
Fri 28 THE HOLY INNOCENTS, Martyrs Feast
Sat 29 Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop, Martyr
Sun 30 THE HOLY FAMILY

St Vincent de Paul thanks everyone who
helped deliver Christmas hampers this week. You
made Christmas a lot brighter for all the recipients.
Blessings for Christmas and New Year.

The Piety Stall

Christmas Blessings to
all from all the volunteers at the Piety Stall. Store
will reopen in early February.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen &
Flowers
Have you ever noticed how beautiful our sanctuary and
church is arranged? We have a great team of helpers
who arrange flowers, clean and vacuum the church on
a weekly basis. We always need more volunteers.
Please consider volunteering in 2019 by contacting
Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551.
Church Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please
consider donating to the Altar Society. Donation boxes
are at the church doors or can be made directly through
the Parish Office. Maybe consider providing the
followers for one week a year.

Become a Catechist for 2019.
All Christians are called through our baptism to teach
and help bring others to the knowledge and love of
Jesus Christ. A rewarding outreach activity is sharing
your faith with children in our local public schools.
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested.
You will be trained in conducting a class, what to teach
and provided all teaching materials to make you a
successful catechist.

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences
and ministries from your previous parish with our
community. Please complete a parish registration &
census form at the office. Consider volunteering and
joining the parish planned giving.
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