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2nd Sunday of Advent Yr C/1
Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Is 30: 19, 30
O people of Sion, behold,
the Lord will come to save the
nations, and the Lord will make
the glory of his voice heard in
the joy of your heart.

1st Reading:
Baruch 5:1-9
Jerusalem - God will show you
splendour.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 125(126)
The Lord has done great things
for us, we are filled with joy.

2nd Reading:
Philippians 1:3-6, 8-11
Show yourselves sinless and
without blame in the day of
Christ.

Gospel Acclamation:
Luke 3:4,6
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation
of God.
Alleluia!

Gospel:

Luke 3:1-6
All people shall see the salvation
of God.

Communion Antiphon:
Bar 5:5, 4:36
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon
the heights, and behold the joy
which comes to you from God.
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Luke 3:1-6

Gospel

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign,
when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea,
Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip
tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea and Trachonitis,
Lysanias tetrach of Abilene, during the
pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas the word of
God came to John son of Zechariah, in the
wilderness. He went through the whole Jordan
district proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the
book of the sayings of the prophet Isaiah:
A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make
his paths straight. Every valley will be filled in, every mountain and
hill be laid low, winding ways will be straightened and rough roads
made smooth. And all mankind shall see the salvation of God.

Reflection from Fr James McCarthy
"Put on the beauty of the Glory of God forever.” (Bar 5:1). These words from
the 1st reading from the Prophet Baruch, written at the time of the Babylonian
exile (c. 600BC) invite humanity to start again on the path to holiness. We
should feel encouraged to start on the path of holiness as
we prepare for Christmas.
We are on a journey and on a mission. To this end, we are
called to pave "every high mountain and the everlasting
hills" and to "fill the valleys" (Bar 5,7) with the glory of
God. The Glory of God is echoed by the prophet Isaiah,
whose words are reported by St. Luke in the mission of St.
John the Baptist. We are urged to straighten the paths of
injustice and to smooth the ugliness of lies, to lower the
mountains of pride and fill the valleys of doubt and
discouragement (cf. Lk 3, 4-5) with the joy of God.
The preaching of John the Baptist as the "voice... crying in the wilderness"
(Lk 3,4; cf. Is 40,3), comes to us on this second Sunday of Advent. "Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight… And all mankind shall see the
salvation of God" (Cf. Lk 3, 4.6). John the Baptist is sometimes referred to as
the Precursor, the one who received the mission to prepare the people for the
coming of the promised Saviour. The story of John the Baptist still continues to
invite us to conversion. This advent season is an invitation to all of us to prepare
the way for the Lord in our personal lives. Preparation includes trees, lights and
tinsel, but it also includes, joy, prayer and relationship with God.
Prayer should be at the centre of our preparation for Christmas, especially
prayer that is filled with joy and desire for outreach. St Paul in the 2nd reading
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
says: "Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with Joy, remembering how you
have helped to spread the Good News." (Philippians 1: 4). When we pray, we
should be filled with joy, not for ourselves or for the Christmas cheer, but a joy
in the mission of the Good News of Jesus Christ. Joyfulness is attractive, and as
Christians we are called to be magnets of Joy.
Many people today have a preconceived opinion of what a follower of Christ
should look like. The other day I heard about a young man who is being a modern
day John the Baptist, with even knowing it. He has been helping his friends,
neighbours and class mates to realise a way of hope in the midst of darkness an
depression. This young man is known for his cheekiness, humour and joy, and
these qualities attract even those in darkness. As Christians we need to not just
be products of this world, but we need to be joyful witnesses to another world, to
the coming of the Messiah, like John the Baptist in his time.
In presenting John the Baptist as the Precursor for Jesus, St. Luke is careful to
place the precise historical context for the coming of Jesus. John the Baptist and
the other figures that are mentioned are not made-up fictional characters. St Luke
shows great historical sensitivity when, at the beginning of the Gospel, he
mentions the key political figures of his time: the fifteenth year of Tiberius, the
administration of Pontius Pilate in Judea, the tetrarchy of Herod, Philip, and
Lysanias and the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas (cf. Lk 3, 1-2). St Luke
places the life and ministry of Jesus at a precise point within time and history.
So too for us, as we prepare for the celebration of Christmas this year, we need
to situate the joy of Christ in the context of the political, cultural and societal
situations in which we live today. Christmas this year is different to last year,
because the situation of our world and our lives are different than they were 12
months ago. We look forward with great interest to the end times, but we are
called more immediately in the present to be the joy and the precursor for the
coming of Christ in the here and now. May God, who in the birth of the Saviour
has done great things for humanity, fill each of us with an experience of the love,
joy and glory of God, so that others will be attracted to listen and hear the
message of Christ as if it was the first time they have heard it, and thus come to
experience the salvation given to them in Jesus Christ.

An Advent App for Christmas! – Meet Me in the Silence.
Walk the journey to Advent on your mobile device. Each day delivers a new video,
podcast or written feature to assist you to prepare for Christmas and meet Jesus in
the silence, despite the busyness of the Christmas season.
The Advent Calendar App is free and available on your iPhone, iPad and Android
devices. Search for "Xt3 Advent" in the Google Play store or the App store, or visit
www.sydneycatholic.org/xt3advent

Protection of Children.

A copy of Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney
Policy on the care, well-being and protection of children and young persons is
available in the Parish office and from the Parish Website.

Download & Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download
from the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google
calendar, it is easy to include the calendar in your own calendar by simply
hitting the + button on the homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update from 2 December

PULPIT POINTS 9-December

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note
the new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy): $1170
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs: $1440
2nd Collection (parish costs): $1942
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs: $2050
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person
can easily setup via their own online banking to give to the
parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292000; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.

• Second Newman miracle
• Red is for suffering: Focus on religious freedom
• Mean streets: A day in the life of the Matt Talbot
Hostel
• Horsley Park Church lights up for Christmas
• Movie review: Creed II
• Croatian Youth absorb Theology of the Body

West Ryde Carols in Anzac Park.
Saturday December 22 @ 5:30pm-8.30pm. Live Music Carol singing - The Christmas Story - Free Coffee Jumping Castles for the kids - Animal Farm for the kids.

Cathedral Choral Christmas Concert.
On Friday 14 December, St Mary’s Cathedral will celebrate
Christmas with carols and an overwhelming feeling of
Christmas joy for the annual and anticipated Choral
Christmas Celebration. There will be two performances at
11am & 7pm with tickets starting at $20. Visit
www.cathedralchoir.sydney/accc for more information.

Drawing and Giving Life Ministry
Conference 2019 How do we renew our pastoral
structures to draw and give life in the post Royal
Commission Church? In what ways are we called to move
forward and strengthen our ministries to serve the mission of
Jesus Christ?
The day includes networking with ministry leaders around
NSW and two opportunities to engage with a variety of
workshops with on the ground practitioners who offer
strategies for renewing and strengthening our pastoral
mission.
Conference Rates: Early Bird $65 (booking made prior to 17
December 2018).
Normal rate $75 (bookings after 17 December 2018).
Dooleys Catholic Club Lidcombe. Tuesday 26th February
2019 / 9.30am To 4.30pm

DECEMBER CHURCH CLEANER ROSTER
Reny Ng, Robyn Meehan, Rose & Moussa El Bayeh
LINEN: Joan De Souza; End of month: Maureen
Richardson; VACUUM: Basil Cafizzi
St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
This bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

Attention EOMHC and Readers
Roster sign-up sheets are available on the table in foyer
at rear of church for all Christmas Masses. Please add
your name where you can assist. These will be
available until 10th December and completed rosters
displayed 15th & 16th December.

St Michael’s Jesse Tree
The annual St Michael’s Jesse Tree provides
Christmas gifts to the elderly residents of Estia Health
Ryde. In keeping with this wonderful tradition the
Jesse Tree is now at the rear of the church. We kindly
request your generosity by taking a tag or two from the
tree. Please return your new, wrapped gift, with
the gift tag attached to the church and place it under
the tree. The nursing home have supplied us with
the following gifts suggestions:
●Body lotion
●Hand cream
●PJ’s & nighties (medium or large)
●Polo shirts (medium or large)
●Deodorant
●Perfume
●Chocolates or biscuits
Please return gifts by 16 December. Thank you for
your support and participation.

Youth Group Movie Night
There will be a Youth Group Movie night
next Friday Night for any parishioners
with children in Year 5&6. Please contact
Elsa 0433914230 if you would like to
join. Time: 6:15pm-8:30pm Cost $5 Parish Hall.
Movie: Home Alone.

Children’s Pageant at Christmas
Eve 5pm Mass.
We invite children to play the roles of Angels,
Shepherds and Wise Men. There will be a rehearsal in
the Church at 10am on Saturday 22 December. All
costumes are supplied. If your child would like to take
part, please email marisa.squadrito@gmail.com

Congratulations and Welcome
4 new Christians were baptised and welcomed into our
community on 8 December and 9 December: Ari
Roque Baptista, Benjamin Pazin, and Isabella
Alexander Burke and Justin Anthony Hochbaum. Page 3
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Roster: 15 / 16 December 2018
Time

Acolyte

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Glen Pereira
Aneela Pereira

8:00AM

Stephen Topple

Gregory Cheng
Jo-anne Peters

10:00AM John Fillion

Maureen Richardson
Michelle Stait

Please signup for Christmas roster at back of Church

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Joseph J K
2 Liz Paricka
3 Mark Pereira
4 Pam Keenan
5 Paul Thambyah
6 Henaa Jawher
Marie Bennett
Mel Talisayon
1 Gloria Divine
2 Celeste Villarente
3 Connie Buttigieg
4 Darryle Fernandes
5 Felicity Donnelly
6 Felissa Tan

(10 - 16 December 2018)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday
7pm - First Friday Mass (Immaculate Conception)

Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

The Piety Stall is open on the 1st & 3rd weekend of the
month. Our next opening will be on Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th
December.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen & Flowers
Have you ever noticed how beautiful our sanctuary and church is
arranged? We have a great team of helpers who arrange flowers, clean
and vacuum the church on a weekly basis. We always need more help.
Please consider volunteering by contacting Marie Bennett on 0447 830
551. Flowers cost about $100 per week. Please consider donating to
the Altar Society. Donation boxes are at the church doors.

Mowing Help Needed Prior to Christmas:
The mowing team is in need of assistance to get the carpark under
control prior to Christmas. If you can help contact Don Smith 0414
748 302

Christmas Midnight Mass & Carol singing
Singers and musicians are cordially invited to share your talents at our
Midnight mass and carol singing. Practices will be on Friday 14th and
21st December at 7pm. For any further details please call David on
0418276360.

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander
through the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Christmas Mass Times:
24/25 December
Children’s Mass with Pageant:
24 December at 5pm
Parish Mass: 24 December at 8pm
(followed by drinks and cake in the hall).
Midnight Mass: 12am (carols from 11.30pm)
Christmas Day Mass: 9.15am (carols 9am)
Please spread the invitations far and wide.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Saturday 8th December 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Phyllis Farrington
Tuesday 11th December 2018 9:15am
Mass for successful operation of Maria Cabaero
Wednesday 12th December 2018 9:15am
Thanksgiving Mass from Clera Deb
Thursday 13th December 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Anthony Villareal
Friday 14th December 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Cecilia Gibson
Saturday 15th December 2018 9:15am
Thanksgiving Mass from Jose Tan Family
Note: Only One Mass Offering Permitted per day.

Become a Catechist for 2019.
All Christians are called through our baptism to teach
and help bring others to the knowledge and love of
Jesus Christ. A rewarding and outreach activity is to
become a Catechist by sharing your faith with children
in our local public schools. Ring Judith Orrock on
98742825 if you are interested. You will be trained in
conducting a class, what to teach and provided all
teaching materials to make you a successful catechist.

Saints of the Week
Tue 11 Saint Damasus I, Pope
Wed 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe
Thu 13 Saint Lucy, Virgin, Martyr
Fri 14 Saint John of the Cross, Priest,
Doctor

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make our
parish your home. Feel welcome to share experiences
and ministries from your previous parish with our
community. Please complete a parish registration &
census form at the office. Consider volunteering and
joining the parish planned giving.
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