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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr B/2
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Jer 29: 11, 12, 14
The Lord said: I think thoughts
of peace and not of affliction.
You will call upon me, and I
will answer you, and I will lead
back your captives from every
place.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘In those
days, after the time of distress, the sun
will be darkened, the moon will lose
its brightness, the stars will come
falling from heaven and the powers in
the heavens will be shaken. And then
they will see the Son of Man coming
in the clouds with great power and
glory; then too he will send the angels
to gather his chosen from the four
winds, from the ends of the world to
the ends of heaven.
‘Take the fig tree as a parable: as
soon as its twigs grow supple and its
leaves come out, you know that summer is near. So with you when
you see these things happening: know that he is near, at the very
gates. I tell you solemnly, before this generation has passed away all
these things will have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.
‘But as for that day or hour, nobody knows it, neither the angels
of heaven, nor the Son; no one but the Father.’

1st Reading: Daniel 12:1-3
Some will wake to everlasting
life, some to shame and disgrace

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 15(16):5,8-11
Keep me safe, O God; you are
my hope.

2nd Reading:
Hebrews 10:11-14,18
When all sins have been forgiven,
there can be no more sin-offerings

Gospel Acclamation:
Luke 21:36
Alleluia, alleluia!
Be watchful and pray
constantly, that you may be
worthy to stand before the Son
of Man. Alleluia!

Gospel:

Mark 13:24-32
The stars will fall from heaven
and the powers in the heavens will
be shaken

Communion Antiphon
Ps 72: 28
To be near God is my
happiness, to place my hope in
God the Lord.
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Mark 13:24-32

Reflection from Fr James McCarthy
On this last Sunday of Ordinary Time, the liturgy speaks to us of Christ's second
coming. The Lord will appear in clouds, clothed in power and glory. When the
moment comes for his manifestation in glory, Jesus will come to give human history
its definitive fulfilment – not the end of the world but a fulfilment and a second
coming – a second existence.
Through the symbolism of cosmological upheavals, Saint Mark recalls that God will
pronounce in his Son his last judgement on human events, putting an end to a
universe that has been corrupted by lies and falsehood and torn apart by violence
and injustice.
Throughout history there has often been a fascination for the end times. We can see
this in ancient literature, in scripture (most notably in the Book of the Apocalypse)
and in contemporary literature and sci-fi movies.
In 1379, St. Vincent Ferrer (1350-1419), a Spanish Dominican, basing his
prediction on the number of verses in the Book of Psalms (2,537 verses), predicted
the demise of the world in the year 3936AD.
French prophet and astrologer Nostradamus (1503-1566), foretold that the world
would end when Easter fell on April 25. Easter fell on April 25 in 1666, 1734, 1886
and 1943 and it will occur again in 2038.
Scientists have also played their part in encouraging anxiety about the end of the
world by citing a series of possible ways in which the world could come to an end,
including the planet being sucked into a black hole, possible meteorite collisions
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
with the earth, or the most popular being the destruction of life due to climate
change.
The Jehovah’s Witnesses frightened gullible followers at least 4 times during the last
100 years with their “end of the world” predictions in 1914, 1918, 1974 and the year
2000. The fear of the end of the world lead 38 people to die in mass suicides
organized by Heaven’s Gate and Jim Jones in 1997.
In the Gospel today, there is an important reference to the fig tree, whose branches,
when their new leaves sprout, announce that springtime is near. With these words,
Jesus encourages the Apostles not to give up because of the difficulties, instabilities
and uncertainties of the present time. Rather, Jesus urges the disciples to know how
to wait for the end times and to prepare themselves to welcome him when he comes
again in glory. We are called to not live in fear but to live in the joyful expectation
of heaven.
Today, on the last Sunday in Ordinary time and the 2nd last Sunday of liturgical
year, we are being invited by the liturgy to "read the signs of the times", an
expression coined by Pope St John 23rd.
In the midst of fear and anxiety about what the future might hold, especially the
future for the Church, we are called to announce a new springtime – a new
flourishing of Christian life in Christ. However complex and difficult situations may
be in our families, parish, community, city, our Church and even in the world, we
are called to not lose heart, to not give up on what is good and what actually gives
us life, meaning and hope. We are called to live for the future and not simply for the
past or the present, because the future with Christ is a future that is worth living the
present in the most holy and beautiful ways.
In the present – in the NOW, we are to be focussed on re-discovering and
reenergising every positive sign of God’s life through personal and social renewal in
our families and in our community. God is in the present, but very often it is easy to
act as if the message of God is simply of the past. For others, it is easy to look to the
past and think the past was better than the present and better than the future. Good
things are happening and should be happening now, and we should live the present
in anticipation of an amazing future.
Peace is a fundamental right of every human being in every generation, but peace
and the experience of God’s Kingdom can never be taken for granted. Let us be
thankful every day for the gift of life and say a prayer for the courageous work of
peacemaking in communities and places devastated by terror, destruction and wars.
There is a term called "humanitarian interference", which, after the failure of efforts
by politics and the instruments of non-violent defence, is a last resort in order to
ensure peace at the hand of an unjust aggressor. During this month of November,
and a week after Remembrance Day, we remember all who have given their lives in
faithfulness to the mission of peace in the world – men and women who put
themselves last and gave the world a priceless service so that the future will be one
of peace. Let us live the NOW with the joy, sacredness and dignity of the future
saints of heaven.

Protection of Children.

A copy of Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney
Policy on the care, well-being and protection of children and young persons is
available in the Parish office and from the Parish Website.

Download & Sync Parish Calendar -

view and download
from the Parish Website. It is updated on a daily basis. If you use a google
calendar, it is easy to include the calendar in your own calendar by simply
hitting the + button on the homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update from 4 November

PULPIT POINTS 18-November

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note
the new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy): $1031
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs: $1420
2nd Collection (parish costs): $1550
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs: $2000
DIRECT TRANSFER GIVING
Please consider using a direct recurring automatic transfer for
Sunday offerings. It is a safe, secure process that each person
can easily setup via their own online banking to give to the
parish on a weekly, fortnightly or monthly basis.
Parish First Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292002; Account Name: St Michael’s Pastoral
Revenue
Parish Second Collection Details: BSB: 062 784; Account
Number: 04292000; Account Name: St Michael’s Church
Please use your envelope number (if you have one) as a
reference for the transaction.

• Mary & Frederik visit Francis
• Remembering the fallen: Surry Hills
• Bring the family! Lights of Christmas
• Students’ changing religious attitudes
• Movie review: Dr Seuss’s The Grinch
• The Marine & the Charismatic who became Deacons

Vinnies Christmas Appeal

will be held on the
weekend of 24th & 25th November. All donations will be
greatly appreciated.

Christmas Carols in Anzac Park.
Saturday December 22 @ 5:30pm-8.30pm. Live Music Carol singing - The Christmas Story - Free Coffee Jumping Castles for the kids - Animal Farm for the kids -

The Young at Heart Group

of RydeGladesville Catholic Parish have organised an Overnight
Coach Tour to the Hunter Valley Gardens to see the
Christmas lights, cost $425 twin share on Wednesday 5 &
Thursday 6 December: Bus departs from
St Charles Borromeo Church Ryde. For
more information ring Marie McNamara
0410 221 553 or see our flyer on your
church noticeboard.

Christmas Piety Store for One Night
Only on 7 December. Come and support the Sisters
of Saint Elisabeth (from Belarus - near Russia). The Sisters were
founded in 1996 to render spiritual, social and financial support
to the sick and suffering children with special needs and
mentally challenged adults. Many of the sick express themselves
in art for God by working together with the Sisters and making
beautiful hand painted icons, crosses, crucifixes, woodcarvings,
embroidered and ceramic gifts. These will be available for
purchase before and after 7pm Mass on Friday 7 December.

NOVEMBER CHURCH CLEANER ROSTER
Cherise Cavalleri, Felisa Tan, Rene Gittany, Christina
Sapraro Dutturi & Gemma Martin
LINEN: Joan D’Souza
End of Month: Maureen
Richardson Vacuum: Anto Ambrose
St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB
Page.

PARISH BIBLE STUDY:
Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible - Every Monday
evening until 3 December from 7pm to 8.30pm
This course has been very highly regarded and is led
by Charbel Raish (Parousia Media director).
Make sense of the Bible and see how it relates to your
everyday life, Discover the remarkable connections
between the Old and New Testaments and See how the
sacraments, the Church and our entire Catholic Faith is
rooted in Scripture. Please text Elsa 0433914230 or
just show up at 7pm this Monday night. Cost: Free or
$25 for study guide.
WHERE: St Michael's Fr Bush Parish Hall
COST: Free or $25 Study guide (Optional).

ALTARATION 5-week course on The Mass
When: Monday from 9:15-10:15 (Ends on 19 November)
Where: St Michael's School Multipurpose Room
Cost: Free with Tea and coffee provided.
More info: contact Elsa elsa.manu@syd.catholic.edu.au OR
0433 014 230

Decorating the Church and Parish
for Christmas - 7 December.
You are invited to participate in preparing for Christmas by
helping to decorate our church and church surrounds for
Christmas. The main effort will occur on Friday 7 December
(Vigil of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception) from
5.30pm until 7pm, with a Mass at 7pm. Following the Mass,
there will be pizza and more decorating.

Choral Christmas Concert 14 December
St Mary’s Cathedral will celebrate the annual carols
concert: two performances only at 11am & 7pm with
tickets starting at $20. Visit
www.cathedralchoir.sydney/accc for more information.

Festival of St Cecilia - Eastwood
Sat/Sun Nov 24/25 - St. Kevins Church, Hillview
Road Eastwood. Visitors are most welcome to the
Masses, with enhanced liturgy, and also to the Sunday
programme from 1.30-5.30pm in the church itself.
Special feature this year is the beautiful Faure
"Requiem" at 3pm and Missa Luba at the 10.30 Sunday
Mass. Download timetable from www.kevinwood.org

November Mass Offering Envelopes
All Masses during November are offered for the holy souls.
Please submit November Mass Offerings with names of
deceased relatives on any of the collections or to the parish
office. ‘It is a good and holy thing to pray for the dead.’Page 3
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Roster: 24 / 25 November 2018
Time

6:00PM
Vigil

8:00AM

Acolyte

Jim Lemcke

Stevanus Prasetyono

10:00AM John Fillion

Readers

Sr M Barry
Prescilla Luzon

Mel Talisayon
Nick Radice

Jonathan Ling
Charlene Harrison

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Liz Paricka
2 Gemma Martin
3 Henaa Jawher
4 Joseph J K
5 David Doring
6 Rita D’Mello
Nora Gardner
Norman Fairbairn
1 Joel Tabuso
2 Lala Tabuso
3 Maureen Richardson
4 Felissa Tan
5 Gloria Divine
6 Darryle Fernandes

(19 - 25 November 2018)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday

Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

The Piety Stall will be open after all Masses this
weekend. CHRISTMAS CARDS, ADVENT CALENDARS,
now on sale.
MOWING HELP NEEDED.
The mowing team is desperately in need of assistance. Two members
have moved away and we are shorthanded. Mowing maintenance takes
about 2-3 hours one day a month. If you can help contact Don Smith
0414 748 302

Parish Annual Volunteers Luncheon
Thank you to all contributors to the Parish. It has been a great
year. Save the date on Sunday November 25 @ 11.30am in the
Fr Bush Parish Hall. The Parish will provide the lunch and drinks,
and attendees will be asked to bring desserts. Please Register on
the tables at the entrance to the church or by contacting the
parish office.
We request some volunteers to help with
organising and setting up the luncheon.
Please contact the parish office.

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Christmas Mass Times:
24/25 December
Children’s Mass with Pageant:
24 December at 5pm
Parish Mass: 24 December at 8pm
(followed by drinks and cake in the hall).
Midnight Mass: 12am with carols from 11.30pm
Christmas Day Mass: 9.15am
Please spread the invitations far and wide.

Saints & Feasts of the Week
Wed 21 The Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Thu 22 Saint Cecilia, Virgin, Martyr
Fri 23 Saint Clement I, Pope, Martyr
Saint Columbanus, Abbot and
Missionary
Sat 24 Saints Andrew Dũng-Lạc and
his Companions, Martyrs
and his Companions, Martyrs
Sun 25 CHRIST THE KING

Become a Catechist for 2019.
All Christians are called through our baptism to teach
and help bring others to the knowledge and love of
Jesus Christ. A rewarding and outreach activity is to
become a Catechist by sharing your faith with
children in our local public schools. Ring Judith
Orrock on 98742825 if you are interested. You will
be trained in conducting a class, what to teach and
provided all teaching materials to make you a
successful catechist.

CHURCH CLEANING, ALTAR LINEN
AND FLOWERS. We need more helpers to
arrange flowers, cleaning and vacuuming of the church.
A donation is also appreciated for the ongoing cleaning
and flowers for the church. There is a box at the back
and side doors of the church. Contact Marie Bennett on
0447 830 551.

Are you new to the Parish?
Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make
our parish your home. Feel welcome to share
experiences and ministries from your previous
parish with our community. Please complete a
parish registration & census form at the office.
Consider volunteering and joining the parish
planned giving.
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