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Entrance Antiphon:
Cf. Est 4: 17
Within your will, O Lord, all
things are established,
and there is none that can resist
your will. For you have made all
things, the heaven and the
earth, and all that is held within
the circle of heaven;
you are the Lord of all.

1st Reading:
Genesis 2:18-24
A man and his wife become one
body.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 127(128)
May the Lord bless us all the
days of our lives.

2nd Reading:
Hebrews 2:9-11
The one who sanctifies is the
brother of those who are
sanctified.

Gospel Acclamation:
1 John 4:12
Alleluia, alleluia!
If we love one another,
God will live in us in perfect
love. Alleluia!

Gospel: Mark 10:2-16
What God has united, man must
not divide

Communion Antiphon
Lam 3: 25
The Lord is good to those who
hope in him, to the soul that
seeks him.

Gospel

Mark 10:2-16
Some Pharisees approached Jesus and
asked, ‘Is it against the law for a man to
divorce his wife?’ They were testing him.
He answered them, ‘What did Moses
command you?’ ‘Moses allowed us’ they
said ‘to draw up a writ of dismissal and
so to divorce.’ Then Jesus said to them,
‘It was because you were so unteachable
that he wrote this commandment for
you. But from the beginning of creation
God made them male and female. This
is why a man must leave father and
mother, and the two become one body.
They are no longer two, therefore, but
one body. So then, what God has united,
man must not divide.’ Back in the house
the disciples questioned him again about
this, and he said to them, ‘The man who
divorces his wife and marries another is guilty of adultery against her. And if a
woman divorces her husband and marries another she is guilty of adultery too.’
People were bringing little children to him, for him to touch them. The disciples
turned them away, but when Jesus saw this he was indignant and said to them,
‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these
that the kingdom of God belongs. I tell you solemnly, anyone who does not
welcome the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’ Then he put
his arms round them, laid his hands on them and gave them his blessing.

Reflection from Fr James McCarthy
A 5 year old girl was playing “wedding dress ups” at home. Her
mother walked in on her during the ‘vows’. They went like this:
“You have the right to remain silent, anything you say will be
used against you. You have the right to a lawyer. You may kiss
the bride.”
This funny situation highlights a common misconception within
marriage. A married couple are to see themselves as one and as
a unity, and not as two distinct identities.
Today’s readings focus on the theme of marriage. Every person,
Christian or non-Christian, is gifted with a unique calling from
God, that when embraced with freedom and joy, gives eternal
happiness to that person. Every calling involves a partnership. This partnership
involves God, the Church and a specific person, and a calling is discerned in the
context of prayer and action. In the situation of marriage, the partnership involves
God, the Church, and a husband and wife. In the situation of priests and religious,
the partnership involves God, the Church and an individual. Without the agreement
of all involved, a vocation cannot proceed. Prayer, communication and humble
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.

Parish Directory
Parish Administrator: Fr James McCarthy
Email: pp@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au

Parish address &contact number:
45 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9809-3536
Email:office@stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
Office hours: Tuesday - Friday
9:00am-4:30pm
Secretaries: Lou Temprosa (Tue-Wed)
Marilyn Vallejo (Thu-Fri)
Bulletin Editor: Meynardo Talisayon
Parish Bulletin email address:
meynardo@laposte.net
Please submit requests for publication by
12 noon Wednesday.
Acolytes: Arthur Lee
Readers & Special Ministers of
Communion:
Sue Metzmacher
(Weekdays & Special Roster)

Felicity Donnelly (Vigils & Sundays)
Music Ministry
Coordinators for 6pm Saturday Masses:
1st Saturday - Richard Borges (Family
Mass)
2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Maree Twomey
2nd SUN 8am – Muntia Gouw
4th SUN 10 am – Muntia Gouw
1st SUN 10am – Peter & Jenchris
3rd, 5th SUN 10am – Mary Towers
2nd SUN 10am – David Foong
Children Liturgy - Elsa Manu
Sacramental Coordinators: Marisa
Squadrito & Liz Mulcare
Ushers/Collectors - Michael Wixted
Altar Society - Marie Bennett
Liturgy Committee - Sue Metzmacher
Finance Committee - Stephen Topple
St Vincent de Paul Society - Jim Lemcke
Catechists - Judith Orrock

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
Email:info@smpsmeadowbank.catholic.edu.au
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
service to God, to each other, to the Church and to growing the community of God
are required to enter into the heavenly love of God.
Marriage is for life, and divorce and remarriage should not be an option, as Christ
teaches in today’s Gospel. When a marriage occurs in the context of faith, something
incredible occurs.
Often people don’t know the difference between a Sacramental and a civil marriage.
The existence of civil non-church weddings have complicated what the reality of
marriage is. The 2017 change of Australia’s marriage law for all marriages to
genderless marriage has further complicated the situation.
In a Church marriage, the bride and groom form a new church – referred to as the
domestic church. Like other forms of the church, the domestic church becomes the
body of Christ – the living experience and presence of God. Within a Catholic
marriage, the primary duty and responsibility of the husband and the wife is to get
each other into heaven. Together, their love should be an image of God.
If a husband and wife are honest to themselves, then they will find peace and eternal
life in serving and seeing God in each other and by forming the body of Christ.
Today’s Gospel fleshes out the first reading from Genesis. Mark quotes Christ as
saying that “they are no longer two, therefore, but one body” (10:9). One body has
many meanings. Psychologically it is the bringing together of three minds (God,
husband and wife); spiritually it is the awareness that holiness is reached through the
fullest expression of love within marriage; physically it can refer to the unitive action
between a husband and wife.
Saint John Paul II wrote and taught extensively about marriage, family and the
domestic church. He stated that true love between a married couple is beneficial and
essential for the spiritual lives of the couple. The love between a husband and wife
must include four things for it to be holy and for it to make present the mystery of
God in the world. He said that married love must be free, faithful, committed and
fruitful.
Freedom: John Paul explained that all parties must freely give themselves to each
other and to the marriage, holding nothing back, and not being pressured,
manipulated or coerced prior to or during the marriage.
Faithful: Marriage requires honesty and openness to God and each other. Statistics
show that couples and families who pray together and are honest with each other
have a much higher chance of staying together. Making an examination of one’s life
based upon the marriage vows and marriage relationship is essential for any married
person to undertake prior to going to the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
Committed: a relationship needs to be publicly recognised and proclaimed in the
world. If a relationship remains secretive, then it is a sign that the love is genuine.
And Fruitful: Marriage must be open to creating new life in the presence of God.
Mary said Yes to God at the annunciation and the body of Christ became present
within Mary. When a couple continually saying ‘Yes’ to God and become creators
and partners with God, then they are being fruitful in life and in mission.
When love within marriage is free, faithful, committed and fruitful, then the image
of God is present. Christ said that when two are gathered in his name, he is there.
Marriage, in the eyes of the Church and the eyes of God, is the experience and
presence of God. It is essential to see and find God in marriage, even when one of
the parties is not a Catholic. Love is not just about two people loving each other or
living together, but marriage is about God’s presence and the mission of Jesus Christ.
Victor Hugo famously ended the musical “Les Miserables” with the phrase: “To love
another is to see the face of God.” Let us pray that all marriages will be renewed
to be the presence of Jesus in the world.
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Collections Update from 30 September

PULPIT POINTS 7-October

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note the
new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy): $1532 ($180 OVER target)
New 1st Collection weekly target to cover costs: $1360
2nd Collection (parish costs): $2095 ($75 OVER target)
New 2nd Collection weekly target to cover costs: $2010
Thank you for your generosity and support, and thank you
also to all the visitors who generously contributed last week.

• 24,000 km solo trip to absolve sin
• NEW LOOK Catholic Weekly - Win an iPad
• Olympics Bound: Students to compete in Argentina
• Growing threat to Seal of Confession
• Movie review: Smallfoot

Sacramental Programs 2018

Over the last month, especially last weekend, many
volunteers and parishioners helped to prepare for the Parish
Feast Day of St Michael and for the 70th Anniversary of the
Parish.
From all reports and feedback, the weekend was a great
success - it was prayerful, joyful, welcoming and fun. From
the Masses and the Novena, to the Dinner Dance, the Family
Fun Day and the sharing of our Parish story and recognition
of those who have served in the past, it was a great weekend.
Thank you especially to the Anniversary Spiritual
Committee: Robin Meehan & Danima Devasahayam,
especially for organising the Retreat Day, Day of Adoration
and Novena and the Spiritual Preparation of the parish. Thank
you to all who assisted with liturgical preparations, the
beautiful music and church decorations.
Thank you to the Dinner Dance Committee organisers Marie Bennett, Gemma Evesson and Warwick Chant and
all others who assisted in so many ways.
Thank you to the Family Fun Day Organisers - Danima
Devasahayam, Cindrella Francis, Elsa Manu, Sue
Marendy, Sue Russell and Suzy Pintar. Thank you to
everyone else who volunteered and assisted. This month has
been a true blessing for the community. We have come
together to celebrate our faith, our patron and our history.
May our whole parish be richly rewarded with God’s grace at
this time.
Checkout or share photos on the Parish Facebook Page.

All important sacramental program dates are available for
download from the Parish Website. Dates are also included
in the downloadable parish calendar.

Plenary Council
Why not be involved? The 2020 Plenary Council is a
gathering of the Church in Australia to make decisions for
the future. Your voice is important. You are invited to
contribute to the Plenary Council agenda, by sharing your
experience of faith and of the Church. To be involved, visit
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
Become an Ambassador, facilitating listening and dialogue
groups in your parish. If you want to know more, please
speak with your Parish Priest, contact 9390 5100 or email
plenarycouncil@sydneycatholic.org

Parish Bible Program (22 Oct to 3 Dec)
There will be a 7 week bible study course titled “Unlocking
the Mystery of the Bible” being offered in the Parish, starting
on Monday 22 October and concluding on 3 December. It
will be led by Charbel Raish of Parousia Media with a video
format. Cost will be $10 per person for the entire program.
For more info, contact Elsa Manu on 0433 914 230.

Special Thanks for Last weekend

Parish Annual Volunteers Luncheon to
Internationally Renowned Speaker
thank all contributors to the Parish. It has been a great year.
Coming to Meadowbank on Monday 15 Save the date on Sunday November 25 @ 11.30am in the Fr
Bush Parish Hall. Parish will provide the lunch and drinks,
October - on “The Mass Explained!”
and attendees will be asked to bring desserts. Registrations
Fr Larry Richards, a gifted and captivating speaker, preacher
and best selling US-author, will be coming to our Parish for
one night only during his upcoming Australian tour. He will
speak on the topic: “The Mass Explained.” The event will
occur on Monday 15 October at 7pm in the Parish Church.
This is a free event sponsored by the Parish and Sydney
Catholic Schools. Fr Larry will be addressing his talk both to
regular parishioners but also to those who might find the
Mass a little boring or irrelevant in their lives. Please invite
friends to attend this special night.

World Rosary Campaign: this weekend
7 October is the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary. All
Catholics are asked to pray the Rosary and participate in
the Rosary Campaign. Register at
https://ozrosary.wixsite.com/ozrosary53/contact-us-andparticipate
St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB
Page.

from next weekend.

FAMILY SPIRIT FOSTER CARE.
Could you provide short-term help for long-term memories?
We urgently need compassionate people to provide shortterm foster care. To learn more, come to our information
night:
Tuesday 16th October 2018, 5:30-8pm
Family Spirit Bankstown - Suite 301, Level 3, 2-14
Meredith Street, Bankstown NSW 2200
Call CCareline on 13 18 19 to secure your place
connect@familyspirit.org
Visit us on the web at familyspirit.org

Volunteer Overseas - The Cagliero Project,
Salesians of Don Bosco. We are seeking volunteers for
January 2019 departure, working with disadvantaged
young people in Salesian communities throughout
Cambodia, Samoa, Zambia & Solomon Island.
Applications close October 15th. Send us an inquiry www.cagliero.org.au
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Roster: 13/14 October 2018
Time

Acolyte

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Brian Maher
Carol Maher

8:00AM

Stephen Topple

Judith Orrock
Maureen Fairbairn

Charlene Harrison
Michelle Stait

10:00AM John Fillion

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Rita D’Mello
2 Mark Pereira
3 Sue Metzmacher
4 Sunitha Victor
5 Brian Maher
6 Carol Maher
Joseph D'Mello
Judith Orrock
1 Gloria Divine
2 Maureen Richardson
3 Joel Tabuso
4 Lala Tabuso
5 Felicity Donnelly
6 Darryle Fernandes

(8 - 14 October 2018)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday

Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

The Piety Stall

will be open after all Masses this weekend.

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion Rosters are at the table at the back of the

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 9th October 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Kit Evesson
Wednesday 10th October 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Michael De Souza
Thursday 11th October 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Raymond & Roza Sassine,
Nigie Eid, Ugenia Khatter, Shemounie Shehady &
Soraya Sahady
Friday 12th October 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Jose Temprosa
Saturday 13th October 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for John Dickman
NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS
PERMITTED PER DAY

Saints of the Week
Tue 9 Saints Denis, Bishop, and his Companions,
Martyrs & Saint John Leonardi, Priest
Thu 11 Saint John XXIII, Pope

ROSTER- CHURCH CLEANERS
For the Month of October: Marie Bennett, Fadia
Tohme, Amala Ambrose, Grace Wei & Christine
Henderson
Linen: Vi Moussa; Vacuum Roster: Justin Isaac

Visiting Priest this week
Please welcome Fr Sean Corkery, from the
Diocese of Cloyne in Cork, Ireland, who will be
helping with the Masses this week. Fr Sean is
visiting his younger sister who lives in the parish. Fr
James is away this week also visiting one of his
sister’s and her family in New Zealand. Fr James
will be back on 15 October.

church.

Catechist Retreat Day

MOWING HELP NEEDED

CCD invites all catechists to a retreay day on Tuesday
23rd October at 9.30am at St Joachim’s Parish Hall,
Lidcombe. Please join Sr Margaret Scully as gives
her insight on “What is healing?” To register, please
call the CCD Office on 9307 8330. RSVP by October
19th. Morning Tea and Lunch will be provided.

The mowing team is desperately in need of assistance. Two
members have moved away and we are shorthanded. Mowing
maintenance takes about 2-3 hours one day a month. If you can
help contact Don Smith 0414 748 302

Are you new to the Parish?
ROSARY AT ANZAC PARK:

Rosary will be prayer
in on Saturday, 13th October at Anzac Park, West Ryde at
2:00-3:00pm for Our Lady of the Southern Cross. Please join our
local parishioners in praying for Mary’s intercession for our local
community and for those who served and gave their lives in the
defence of freedom.

Welcome. It is great to have you here. Please make
our parish your home. Feel welcome to share
experiences and ministries from your previous parish
with our community. Please complete a parish
registration & census form at the office. Consider
volunteering and joining the parish planned giving.
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