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16th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Yr B/2

Entrance Antiphon:
Ps 53: 6, 8
See, I have God for my help.
The Lord sustains my soul.
I will sacrifice to you with
willing heart, and praise your
name, O Lord, for it is good.

1st Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6
I will gather together the remnant
of my flock and raise up
shepherds for them.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 22(23)
The Lord is my shepherd; there
is nothing I shall want.

2nd Reading:
Ephesians 2:13-18
Christ Jesus is the peace between
us

Gospel Acclamation:
John 10:27
Alleluia, alleluia!
My sheep listen to my voice,
says the Lord; I know them,
and they follow me. Alleluia!

Gospel: Mark 6:30-34
They were like sheep without a
shepherd
Communion Antiphon:
Ps 110: 4-5
The Lord, the gracious, the
merciful, has made a memorial
of his wonders; he gives food to
those who fear him.
The Christian ideal, especially in
families, is a love that never gives
up. (Pope Francis)
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Gospel

Mark 6:3-34

The apostles rejoined Jesus and
told him all they had done and
taught. Then he said to them,
‘You must come away to some
lonely place all by yourselves
and rest for a while’; for there
were so many coming and
going that the apostles had no
time even to eat. So they went
off in a boat to a lonely place
where they could be by
themselves. But people saw
them going, and many could guess where; and from every town they
all hurried to the place on foot and reached it before them. So as he
stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; and he took pity on them
because they were like sheep without a shepherd, and he set himself
to teach them at some length.

Reflection from Fr James McCarthy
We are living in the age of the celebrity and the pop star. Listening to or even
following the opinions, tweets or posts of significant people has become a
normal part of life in 2018. No longer does the professional journalist have
all the power when it comes to ideas. Rather, celebrities, pop stars and even
presidents and popes can speak directly to their followers without the editing
of the media. We know someone has made it as a star when people start
wanting to have selfies with that person.
Could it be that this is what St Mark is describing in our gospel this week?
We heard these words: “People saw Jesus and the Apostles going, and many
could guess where; and from every town they all hurried to the place on foot
and reached it before them.”
We have heard this story before. I remember a few years ago how hilarious I
thought it was that so many young girls were falling in love with Justin
Bieber and chasing him everywhere. Girls would literally scream with
delight and go silly about this young musician. But this is not new either.
Speaking with my mum, I know that girls in previous generations went crazy
for the Beatles or for Elvis, and the list goes on.
Jesus had groupies! Like the great pop stars of today who appear on reality
music shows to pass on their knowledge to other aspiring musicians, Jesus
‘took pity’ on his groupies and ‘set himself to teach them at some length.’ For
a leader or pop star to last more than 5 minutes requires the leader to form his
followers. A true leader respects the followers enough to form and to teach
them to be leaders themselves. A celebrity with knowledgeable followers can
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection ….CONTINUED
start a movement and even a revolution, but a pop star who does nothing to
form his groupies will become irrelevant and forgotten almost as quickly as
he or she has become knowledgeable.
It is very easy to think of Jesus taking pity on people – perhaps pity on sinners,
poor people, sick people, hungry people, people in mourning. In each of these
cases we think of Jesus taking pity and then doing something about it or
teaching us about our duties of pity towards such people.
But the pity Jesus shows in our Gospel passage this week does not fit this
pattern. Jesus takes pity on all the people — the rich and the poor, healthy and
sick — and the form that his pity takes is teaching.
As adults, we generally don’t like the idea that we need to be taught by
someone else. Our world today is in love with the notion of our own
autonomy and DIY – do it yourself. The internet has made everyone a
budding expert in everything.
Teaching, unfortunately, is not generally considered to be a highly sort after
career. It seems to be treated just as a technical skill: imparting and
transferring knowledge. But teaching (or mentoring) is primarily about
opening a person’s heart and mind to the greater meaning of existence – the
meaning of life itself. There is more to life than celebrity status, tweets,
selfies, and big crowds. We need to appreciate the wisdom of God who
teaches us to strive beyond ourselves. Here lies the mission of Jesus as the
prophet, the teacher, and the true Good Shepherd.
Have you ever considered where universities, colleges and widespread
education for all came from? The first university to be called a university was
the University of Bologna in the year 1088- it was a Catholic University. The
development of the concept of a university, which roughly means a
‘community of teachers and scholars’, can be traced to the Christian Cathedral
and monastic schools from the 6th century and earlier. There is some evidence
of institutions of higher learning in Ancient Greece, Persia, Rome, China and
India, however the spread of Christianity has always brought the spread of
knowledge and education, and not just knowledge for the elite, but knowledge
for all.
We as a Christian community continue the teaching mission of God. We don’t
just transfer skills such as ‘how to pray’, ‘how to help the poor,’ or knowledge
about people from the past. True Christian teaching and mentoring is
gathering and shepherding the followers and the ‘groupies’ of Jesus to their
true identity as the children of God, as the true leaders and heirs of God’s
kingdom here on earth.

Download & Sync Parish Calendar.

The parish calendar
of activities is available for download from the Parish Website. It is updated
on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, it is very easy to include the
calendar in your own calendar by simply hitting the + button located on the
parish homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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Collections Update from 15 July
Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners. Please note the
new adjusted weekly targets in order to reach our budget.
1st Collection (assists clergy): $1182 (weekly target of $1312)
2nd Collection (parish costs): $1689 (weekly target of $1921)

Tax Receipts for FY 2018

PULPIT POINTS 22-July
• Revamp sheds light on Parish
•Fury at new abortion law
• Call to end “inhumane” policy on Manus
• A match made in Heaven at Manly’s Ceretti Chapel

are now available at
the back of the church. If you haven’t collected your new
planned giving envelopes, please do so now from Parish Office.

Sacramental Programs 2018
All important sacramental program dates are available for
download from the Parish Website. Dates are also included
in the downloadable parish calendar.

St Vincent Pallotti Scholarship:
Applications now Open
The St Vincent Pallotti Scholarship Trust offer scholarships to
enable lay people to further their understanding and skills in
leadership/ministry or a specialised activity, such as promoting
faith enhancement, social justice and pastoral care.
Applications close 23 July 2018. Details and application:
http://www.pallottine.org.au/scholarships/st-vincent-pallottischolarship-for-lay-ministry.html

Ryde-Eastwood Catholic Bible
Conference 2018 "St Paul: Persecutor to
Preacher"
Friday - Saturday 27-28 July 2018 The Heritage Function
Centre, West Ryde, NSW. A 2-day Conference, presented
by Fr Nicholas King SJ, Dr Catherine Playoust and Bishop
David L. Walker.
In 1 Corinthians, St Paul says, “woe betide me if I do not
proclaim the gospel!” Come and meet this endlessly
fascinating man. Journey with him on his path from
persecutor to preacher, and celebrate his great love in
announcing the Gospel. Register at
www.trybooking.com/UFJU

Pro-Life Training LifeChoice Australia.
LifeChoice Australia is running pro-life training for young people
on Saturday 25th August. Two international speakers will run the
workshops - Brendan Malone from New Zealand and Lia Mills
from Canada. This will be a great opportunity for young people to
learn how to argue against abortion with intelligence and
compassion. Tickets are only $30 and the event will be held in
Sydney. More information and to register: www.LifeChoice.org.au

180th Anniversary of St Benedict’s Parish
Broadway.
As part of the 180th Anniversary celebration, the first of the twelve
lectures, given by Prof. Tracey Rowland, will be on the Benedictine
Roots of Western Civilisation & its relevance in Evangelisation in the
3rd Millennium.
Join us on Thursday 26th July at 7pm at St Benedict's Hall to hear
how the Rule of St Benedict is still relevant to us now! Please RSVP
to: http://tinyurl.com/stbenlectureseries1

St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB
Page.

Meadowbank Parish 70th Anniversary
and St Michael’s Feast Celebrations
h

Parish Retreat Day: Saturday 8 September
Begins with Mass at 9.15am, followed by testimonies,
reflections and meditations - concluding at 1pm.
Attendees are asked to bring finger food for a shared
lunch at 12.15pm.
Novena of St Michael the Archangel: begins on 21
September: Will occur at the conclusion of every Mass
until 29 September (Feast Day of St Michael). Novena
cards will be provided.
Day of Prayer, Adoration and Reconciliation:
22 September - 3pm to 6pm. Parish Groups are invited
to lead prayer and praise for 30 minutes at a time.
Adoration and Reconciliation available throughout the
afternoon. Concludes with Benediction at 5.50pm.
More details in future weeks.
Anniversary Mass and Dinner Dance Celebration:
Saturday 29 September - Mass at 5.30pm, followed by
dinner at 7pm for 7.30pm at the Ryde-Eastwood
Leagues Club. Cost is $50 per head. Please start to
coordinate and invite groups and former parishioners to
attend. You might like to arrange a table. Registration
and payments can occur at the Parish Office.
St Michael’s Feast Day Children’s Mass / Family
Luncheon: Sunday 30 September - Mass at 10am,
followed by Lunch and fun around the parish. Children
are invited to dress as Archangel Michael or as any
angel. Lunch will be a BBQ and gold coin donation.

Thank You for Parish Morning Tea
Volunteers on 15 July
Thank you to all those who helped with organising the
morning tea celebration for Fr John Alt’s 57th Anniversary
of ordination last weekend. Special thanks to Gemma (and
Ava) Martin, Felicity Donnelly and Hannah (and her niece
Talien), who worked so hard to prepare and host the
celebrations. Thank you also to everyone who brought food
to share for the function.

St Vincent de Paul – Redfern
Over the last 20 years, St Vincent de Paul Society has been
running the Sharing of the Meal at the Catholic Church in
Redfern every Tuesday and Friday from 8.45am to 10.45am
for the homeless and disadvantaged in the community of
Redfern. More volunteers are now needed, even to help
once a month. If you are interested, contact Jenny Carter on
0407 977 180.
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Roster: 28 / 29 July 2018
Time

Acolyte

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Sunitha Victor
Arlene Burton

8:00AM

Stephen Topple

Agnes Aldana
Chris Twomey

Charlene Harrison
Jeremy Billings

10:00AM John Fillion

Liturgy for this week

1 Henaa Jawher
2 Joseph J K
3 Liz Paricka
4 Mark Pereira
5 Pam Keenan
6 Prescilla Luzon
Nora Gardner
Norman Fairbairn
1 Maureen Richardson
2 Celeste Villarente
3 Joan D'souza
4 Felicity Donnelly
5 Joel Tabuso
6 Lala Tabuso

(23 - 29 July 2018)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 24th July 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Jimmy Santoso
Wednesday 25th July 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Margaret Wirth
Thursday 26th July 2018 12pm
Mass of Remembrance for
Youssef Bay Karam’s Parents
Friday 27th July 2018 9:15am
Mass for the Sick: Ivan Cenato
Saturday 28th July 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Atanacio Tumbali

Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Saints of the Week

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Tues, Wed, Fri, Saturday
12pm: Weekday Mass this Thursday

Baptism: Jasmine and Lily

Weekend Masses:

NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS
PERMITTED PER DAY

Mon 23 St Bridget of Sweden - Religious
Tue 24 St Charbel - Priest
Wed 25 St James - Apostle - Feast
Thu 26 St Joachim and St Anne - parents of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Date: Sunday, 22nd July Time: 10am

6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

Mass for Grandparents - Thursday 26 July
at 12pm - All Welcome

The Piety Stall

Please join the School and Grandparents for a special
celebration for the Feast of St Joachim and St Anne
There will be no Mass or Communion Service at
9.15am this coming Thursday.

is open after all Masses this weekend.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen and Flowers
Join the Altar Society and keep our church fit for God. We are in
need of more helpers in the Church to clean, do flowers and vacuum.
More help needed. Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551.

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY WORKSHOP
Begins at Meadowbank on 30 July at 7.30pm - all welcome.
Theology of the Body is regarded as Pope Saint John Paul’s
greatest teaching and one that every Catholic should know
about.
Come for a 5 session workshop in the Parish Hall every Monday
evening beginning on July 30. The workshop is based on the
popular video series by Christopher West. Learn and discuss
what this amazing teaching is all about. Grow in faith as we
reflect about relationships and how God intends them to be.
Please email Elsa Manu (Family Educator) if you are interested.
elsa.manu@gmail.com or call 0433914230. Light refreshments
provided.

Saint Vincent de Paul Society Meeting
There will be a meeting of the Meadowbank
Conference of the St Vincent De Paul Society this
coming Tuesday 24 July at 7.30pm in the Parish
Meeting Room. All Welcome.

Become a Catechist Now.
All Christians are called through our
baptism to teach and help bring others
to the knowledge and love of Jesus
Christ. A rewarding and outreach
activity is to become a Catechist by
sharing your faith with children in our
local public schools. Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825
if you are interested. You will be trained in conducting
a class, what to teach and provided all teaching
materials to make you a successful catechist.
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