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The Birthday of Saint John the Baptist, Yr B/2

Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

Jn 1, 6-7; Lk 1, 17
A man was sent from God,
whose name was John.
He came to testify to the light,
to prepare a people fit for the
Lord.

The time came for
Elizabeth to have her child,
and she gave birth to a son;
and when her neighbours
and relations heard that the
Lord had shown her so
great a kindness, they
shared her joy.
Now on the eighth day
they came to circumcise the
child; they were going to call
him Zechariah after his
father, but his mother spoke
up. ‘No,’ she said ‘he is to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘But no
one in your family has that name’, and made signs to his father to
find out what he wanted him called. The father asked for a writingtablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And they were all astonished.
At that instant his power of speech returned and he spoke and
praised God. All their neighbours were filled with awe and the
whole affair was talked about throughout the hill country of Judaea.
All those who heard of it treasured it in their hearts. ‘What will this
child turn out to be?’ they wondered. And indeed the hand of the
Lord was with him.

1st Reading: Isaiah 49:1-6
I will make you the light of the
nations so that my salvation may
reach to the ends of the earth

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 138(139):1-3,13-15
I praise you, for I am
wonderfully made.

2nd Reading:
Acts 13:22-26
Jesus, whose coming was
heralded by John

Gospel Acclamation:
Cf. Lk 1:76
Alleluia, alleluia!
You, child, will be called the
prophet of the Most High;
you will go before the Lord to
prepare his ways. Alleluia!

Luke 1:57-66,80

Reflection from Father James McCarthy

Communion Antiphon:

John the Baptist is the only saint whose has a feast day to celebrate both his birth
and his death. His birthday we celebrate on June 24th, six months before celebrating
the birth of Jesus on December 25th. In Australia we celebrate the birth of John the
Baptist just after the shortest day of the year in the middle of winter. Just as the light
of the sun begins to make a comeback after darkness has reached its peak, we
celebrate the birth of the one who points us towards the return of the light of the
world, the return of summer and warmth.

Cf. Lk 1: 78
Through the tender mercy of
our God, the Dawn from on
high will visit us.

A question often asked about children and young adults is “What will this child turn
out to be?” It is a question that could be asked about any of us at any stage of our
lives, “What will we turn out to be?,” or to put the question in terms of religious
faith, “What does God want us to be”? or “Is there a divine purpose for our lives?”

Gospel:

Luke 1:57-66,80
'His name is John'

The purpose of John’s life and God’s purposes for all of us have much in common.
Our Maker wants all of us to do what John did, to point out the Saviour to others, to
make way for Jesus and to lead others to him by what we say and do.
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When John the Baptist was born, his father, Zechariah, was dumb – he was unable
to speak. This was a penance for Zechariah because he had doubted the power of
God and, as a punishment, the angel of God said to him: "You will be silent and
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Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
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unable to speak until the day that these things come to pass, because you did not
believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time." (Lk. 1:20)

Parish address &contact number:

During the nine months of his wife's pregnancy and his long period of silence,
Zechariah had time to reflect upon so many things and to meditate upon the goodness
and the mercy of the Lord who had decided to cast his gaze upon his family, with the
result that one of his descendants would be he who was to proclaim to all the People
of God the coming of the Messiah! It is somewhat ironic that from a person who was
unable to speak for an extended period of time comes the child who is referred to as
“the Voice”.
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So, when the moment came to give his son a name, Zechariah did not hesitate: he
confirmed what his wife Elizabeth had said: "His name is John!" By writing on a
tablet the name that the angel had dictated to him, Zechariah manifested his faith in
the word of God, and, as the angel had foretold, Zechariah recovered the use of his
voice.
The birth of John the Baptist takes place at a decisive moment in history, one that is
crucial to all of humanity. Zechariah, his father, is the first witness of this: he goes
from being an unbeliever to becoming a believer; from being dumb to becoming the
one who proclaims the praises and the blessings of the Almighty God and Father!
The world will change, for the Messiah is here, and we must change also. If
Zechariah can change to welcome the coming of God, so can we.
A name can express the entire personality of a person. And when the Lord himself
bestows a name upon someone, this means that he or she who receives this name is
truly known as such in the very Spirit of God. Now, the name of John means "grace".
By naming him thus, the Lord already sees in him his own Son; John is not the Son
of God made man, but it is he who announces him, it is he who is his living sign.
Another John, he who wrote the fourth Gospel, understood this very well, for he
says: "There was a man sent from God, whose name was John... He was not the light,
but came to bear witness to the light. The Word was the true Light..." (Jn. 1:6-9)
Everyone has his or her own vocation and calling from God. And so does John the
Baptist. His vocation is an unusual vocation. Like everyone who is called by God,
John interiorly prepared for the mission that had been entrusted to him. This was his
hidden life. This was his life with the Spirit of the Lord. This was his secret. So too
must each of us prepare in silence for our living out of the mission of God.
John the Baptist, whose birth we now celebrate, has something to teach us about how
to follow our God-given calling. He was a quiet man – a man of the desert – and a
man of prayer. We all need to find our own desert place of prayer if we are to remain
true to our calling to lead others to the Lord, if we are to turn out as God wants and
desires us to.

2018 Holy Father’s Appeal ( June 30 and 1 July)
Our parish will hold the Annual Holy Father’s Appeal in a week’s time. Your
gift can help Pope Francis bring hope, opportunity and the spirit of Jesus to
our less fortunate brothers and sisters around the world. Please give
generously and use the appeal envelopes provided.

Download & Sync Parish Calendar.

The parish calendar
of activities is available for download from the Parish Website. It is updated
on a daily basis. If you use a google calendar, it is very easy to include the
calendar in your own calendar by simply hitting the + button located on the
parish homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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St Michael’s Playgroup

PULPIT POINTS 24-June

Every Thursday 9-11am in the Parish Hall
Children ages 0-5 welcome. Enter via the school gate on
Hughes St.
Cost $2 and a piece of fruit to share
Free play, sing song, story-time, art/craft and lots more!
For more information on either of the above, please contact
Elsa Manu elsa.manu@syd.catholic.edu.au

• Concrete bed: Sleeping out for homelessness
• Targeting Confession: Governments move against
confessional seal
• Big, little university: Catholic Institute
• Straight questions, straight answers
• Movie review: Incredibles 2
• A man of honour: Jerome Lejeune

Repair and Painting of Church Statues

Confirmation Program

Starting from this coming week (Monday June 25), the main
crucifix above the altar and statues throughout the church will be
freshened up, some for the first time in the history of St Michael’s.
The crucifix and statues will be removed from the church while
they are cleaned, repaired and repainted. It is hoped the project will
be completed within 7 to 10 days and all statues will be returned to
the church. We ask for your understanding during this project.

The sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated this
year on Friday 21 September at 7pm for candidates in
Year 6 and above.
Parent Formation Evening will occur on
Tuesday 26 June at 7pm in the Hall. Candidate sessions
occurring on Tuesday evenings throughout August.

Collections Update from 17 June

Extraordinary Ministers 2 Week Course
7th and 14 July from 9:15 – 12noon
St Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, 2A Charles St., Ryde
Contact Parish Office for registration forms.

A Course of Formation for Acolytes.
This course is primarily intended to prepare lay men to be
instituted by the Archbishop into the ministry of Acolyte.
This programme of formation will be led by Fr Don Richardson,
who has had over 30 years experience as a server, acolyte,
sacristan, master of ceremonies and priest at parish, cathedral and
papal liturgies.
The course is conducted over three sessions. The venue and dates
for the forthcoming course are as follows:
WHEN: Saturdays 4th, 11th & 18th August 2018, (9:00am12:00pm). Registration from 8:30am
WHERE: Parish Centre. Ryde-Gladesville. 2A Charles Street,
Ryde NSW 2112.
Contact the Parish office for registration forms.

Men Alive Weekend at Eastwood
Parish - 30 June & 1 July
The menALIVE Men’s Weekend is an opportunity for men to
explore what makes them feel fully alive.
During the weekend, the menALIVE team will share about their
lives, the challenges they face and the hope they have discovered
in seeking to walk this journey with God.
Perhaps the most important thing the weekend offers is space for
men to share and reflect with one another about themselves, their
families and their lives. The experience of the weekend is
powerful and dynamic and many men are inspired and encouraged
with a new sense of purpose and mission.
The weekend is organised by men in the local community and
conducted by an experienced team of menALIVE leaders. It is
suitable for all men from 18 years of age.
PROGRAM DETAILS
*This is a day program - all events are held at St Kevin's Eastwood
Parish Hall below the church**
SATURDAY 30 JUNE 2018 (8:45am to 9pm)
Lunch, BBQ Dinner, & Refreshments provided
SUNDAY 1 JULY 2018 (8.45am - 1.30pm) with Mass at 12.30pm
Go to www.menalive.org.au for more details. Cost is $50

Thank you for the generosity of all parishioners.
1st Collection (to assist clergy): $1646 ($346 over
target)
2nd Collection (parish costs): $1682 ($220 under
target) Thank you for your support and giving.

The sacrament of First Holy Communion will
be celebrated at the following Masses:
Saturday 23 June at 6.00pm Mass
Sunday 24 June at 10.00am Mass
Congratulations to each of the candidates receiving
Holy Communion for the first time this weekend.
Thank you to our sacramental coordinators and to all
the parents and parishioners who have helped prepare
for the First Holy Communion.

Pastoral Care Volunteers.

Southern
Cross Catholic Nursing Home at Marsfield is in need
of Volunteers for spiritual and pastoral caring, with
training being provided on site. If you are interested
please contact Peaches Bagheri at the Nursing Home
on 1800 632 314

Meadowbank Parish 70th Anniversary
h

On 1 October 1948, Fr Bush was appointed as the first
parish priest of St Michael’s Meadowbank. To honour
his memory and the 70 years of the parish, there will be
an Anniversary Celebration on the Solemnity of St
Michael the Archangel, the Parish Feast Day, on
Saturday 29th September. Please keep the Saturday
evening available in your diary for the 70th celebration
dinner. Details to be available in the next few weeks.

Catholic Charismatic Renewal NSW.
Invites you to a Formation Day with the inspired preacher Fr.
Roni George of the Divine Retreat Centre, Somersby on 30
June, from 10 am to 4 pm.
Theme; "Three Major Weapons in His Vineyard". Venue; St.
Joseph's Church Hall, Gordon St. Rozelle. Please register by
June 27 at CCR Centre 9810 2499 or e-mail:
email@ccrnsw.org.au. Cost by donation. Lunch provided.
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Roster: 30 June / 1 July 2018
Time

Acolyte

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

School Vigil Mass
Year 5

8:00AM

Stephen Topple

Judith Orrock
Mel Talisayon

Michelle Stait
Jeremy Billings

10:00AM John Fillion

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Rita D’Mello
2 Liz Paricka
3 Mark Pereira
4 Pam Keenan
5 Paul Thambyah
6 Prescilla Luzon
Norman Fairbairn
Violet Moussa
1 Felissa Tan
2 Gloria Divine
3 Joan D'souza
4 Maureen Richardson
5 Connie Buttigieg
6 Celeste Villarente

Liturgy for this week (25 June - 1 July 2018)
Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5.45pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer: 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Services this week:
9:15am - Communion Service: Monday
9:15am - Weekday Mass: Tuesday to Saturday

defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Saturday 23rd June 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Sarkis Mawad
Tuesday 26th June 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Salvatore Cavaleri
Wednesday 27th June 2018 9:15a
Mass of Remembrance for Erlinda Uy Yap
Thursday 28th June 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Elizabeth Ria Indrawati
Friday 29th June 2018 9:15am
Thanksgiving Mass for the 9th Wedding
Anniversary of Vinodh & Danima
Saturday 30th June 2018 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Hamama Younis,
Raymond & Roza Sassine, Nigie eid, Ugenian
Khatter, Shemounie Shehady & Soraya Sahady
NOTE: Only one Mass offering per day.

Saints of the Week
Wed 27 Saint Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop, Doctor
Thu 28 Saint Irenaeus, Bishop, Martyr
Fri 29 SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES Solemnity
Sat 30 The First Martyrs of the See of Rome

Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

The Piety Stall is open on the 1st & 3rd weekend of the
month. Our next opening will be on Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th July.

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY WORKSHOP

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,

TO

BEGIN SOON! Looking to learn more about the Catholic Faith?
Here’s your opportunity. Theology of the Body is regarded as Pope
John Paul’s greatest teaching and one that every Catholic should
know about. We are holding a five-session workshop in the Hall
every Monday night beginning July 30. This is based on the popular
video series by Christopher West. Come, let’s learn what this
amazing teaching is all about and grow in our faith together. Please
email Elsa Manu (Family Educator) if you are interested.
elsa.manu@gmail.com or call 0433914230. Light refreshments
provided.

Church Cleaning, Altar Linen and Flowers
Join the Altar Society and keep our church fit for God. We are in
need of more helpers in the Church to clean, do flowers and vacuum.
More help needed. Contact Marie Bennett on 0447 830 551.

St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

Parish Morning Tea on 15th July, Sunday
after the 10am Mass at the Bush Hall. We will
also celebrate Fr Alt’s 57th Ordination
Anniversary. All welcome. Please bring a plate to
share.

Planned Giving Envelopes

for
2018/2019 are now ready for pick-up at the back of the
church.

Sacramental Programs 2018
All important sacramental program dates are available
for download from the Parish Website. Dates are also
included in the downloadable parish calendar.

Become a Catechist Now.
All Christians are called through our
baptism to teach and help bring others to
the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ.
A rewarding and outreach activity is to
become a Catechist by sharing your faith
with children in our local public schools.
Ring Judith Orrock on 98742825 if
you are interested. You will be trained in conducting a class,
what to teach and provided all teaching materials to make
you a successful catechist.
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