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The Parish Bulletin
SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

1 Pt 2: 2
Like newborn infants, you must
long for the pure, spiritual milk,
that in him you may grow to
salvation, alleluia.

In the evening of that same day, the first
day of the week, the doors were closed in
the room where the disciples were, for fear
of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among
them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’,
and showed them his hands and his side.
The disciples were filled with joy when they
saw the Lord, and he said to them again,
‘Peace be with you. As the Father sent me,
so am I sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on them and
said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those
whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven;
for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put
my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his
side, I refuse to believe.’
Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with
them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them.
‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here;
look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no
longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to
him: ‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not
seen and yet believe.’
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they
are not recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have life
through his name.

1st Reading: Acts 4:42-47
The faithful lived together and
owned everything in common.

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 117(118):2-4,15-18,22-24
Give thanks to the Lord for he
is good, for his love is
everlasting.

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
He has given us a new birth as his
children, by raising Jesus Christ
from the dead.

Gospel Acclamation:
John 20:29
Alleluia, alleluia!
You believe me, Thomas,
because you have seen me;
happy those who have not seen
me, but still believe. Alleluia!

Gospel: John 20:19-31
After eight days, Jesus came in
and stood among them

Communion Antiphon:
Cf. Jn 20: 27
Bring your hand and feel the
place of the nails, and do not be
unbelieving but believing,
alleluia.
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Reflection

John 20:19-31

by Father James McCarthy
“PEACE BE WITH YOU”
Hardwired within every human being is an urge to find inner
peace. Some people look for peace through political activism,
others try to find peace through success, fame, family, fortune, or through helping others. But ultimately, lasting peace
can only be found in the Risen Lord. In today’s Gospel the Risen Lord stood
among the disciples, he showed them that he was alive and he offered them his
peace.
In recent times the Second Sunday of Easter has become known as the Sunday
of Divine Mercy. Many people have tended to link this feast explicitly with
Devotion to the Divine Mercy Chaplet, but Divine Mercy Sunday is about far
more than a devotional prayer or a private revelation of God to St Faustina.
Accepting and understanding the need for God’s Mercy is essential for faith,
for relationship with God, and for personal and communal peace. When Christ
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2nd Saturday - David Foong
3rd Saturday - Prescilla Luzon
4th Saturday - Aneela Pereira
Music Ministry - Sunday Masses:
1st & 3rd SUN 8am - Maree Twomey
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Driver Roster – Felicity Donnelly

St Michael’s Primary School
School Principal - Brian Story
53 Maxim St, Meadowbank, NSW 2114
Phone: 9808 2658 Fax: 9807 2330
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
Reflection continued…
appeared to St Faustina in Poland in the 1940s, the Risen Lord appeared in the
midst of World War II and the devastating holocaust which killed millions of
people. After the war many Nazi officers confessed that somehow they had lost
all sense of mercy, love and sympathy towards those who didn’t agree with
them. Conversely, in order for those who were persecuted by the Nazis to find
inner peace with God, they needed first to forgive the Nazis for their
wrongdoings.
Forgiving someone is difficult, but it is especially difficult when it involves great
acts of evil. The act of forgiving our enemies and those who have hurt us greatly
is not normal for humans – forgiveness and mercy is a godly act. Faith in God
and resurrection requires us to accept that each of us has sinned, that each of
us has done terrible things to God and to those around us, and that each of us
need the Mercy of God.
“The first man (Adam) was made of the dust of the earth; the second man
(Jesus) is from heaven. Just as we have worn the likeness of the man made of
dust, so we shall wear the likeness of the heavenly man.” I Cor 15:47,49.
After Christ appeared to St Faustina, she had an icon painted depicting how she
experienced Jesus. It shows white and red rays of light coming from the heart
of Our Lord. The white rays represent the sacraments of Baptism and Penance,
sacraments in which our sins are washed away. The red rays represent the
Eucharist. In the Eucharist we taste and receive the death and resurrection of
Jesus for us. These three sacraments make us both givers and recipients of
Divine Mercy. At the canonization of St. Faustina, Pope Saint John Paul II said:
“The Cross, even after the Resurrection of the
Son of God, speaks and never ceases to speak of
God the Father, who is absolutely faithful to His
eternal love for man. ... Believing in this love
means believing in mercy.”
The second part of today’s gospel presents the
fearless apostle St. Thomas, in his uncompromising honesty, demanding a personal vision of
and physical contact with the risen Jesus as a
condition for his belief in Jesus’ resurrection.
Thomas typifies the doubts, skepticism, and
hesitation that plagued all the early witnesses to
the risen Jesus, and which at times can plague all
of us. Thomas was able to overcome his doubts
by seeing the risen Jesus, but modern Christians,
who are no longer able to "see" Jesus with their
eyes, must believe what they hear. Belief without
all the evidence involves a risk, but getting into
heaven is worth taking a huge risk and a massive
leap of faith.

Download & Sync Parish Calendar.

The parish calendar
of events and activities is available for download from the Parish Website. It
is updated on a daily basis with new events, Mass intentions and activities.
If you use a digital calendar on your mobile or Ipad, it is very easy to include
the calendar in your own calendar by simply hitting the + button located on
the parish homepage: www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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St Michael’s Playgroup:

PULPIT POINTS 08-April

Easter Vigil Photos

• My God is alive! - Archbishop Fisher
• The battle for purity: Jason Evert
• Forgotten Sydney mystic: Fr William Leonard
• Silver lining to a cricket scandal
• Movie review: Paul, Apostle of Christ
• Boxing sisters: Karl Schmude

Every Thursday 9-11am
in the Hall. Children ages 0-5 welcome. Enter via the
school gate on Hughes St. Cost $2 and a piece of fruit to
share. Free play, sing song, story-time, art/craft and lots
more! Contact Elsa Manu elsa.manu@syd.catholic.edu.au

Please share any photos with the Parish Office or Facebook page.

First Holy Communion program.
The sacrament of First Holy Communion will be
celebrated this year at the following Masses:
Saturday 16 and 23 June at 6.00pm Mass
Sunday 17 and 24 June at 10.00am Mass
Enrolment will occur after every Mass this weekend at
the entrance at the back of the church.
For more information please contact Marisa on 0402
902 871, Liz on 0412 802 025 or email
lizandmarisa@gmail.com

New Votive Candle Stand -Positive
Feedback received. Donation opportunity!

Stewardship of God’s Gifts Parish Financial Report 2017.
Available for collection at the rear of the Church.
The Parish Finance Committee and several Parish leaders
have helped Fr James to produce a financial report on the
current financial situation of the parish.
It includes detailed income and expenditure analysis from
the last 4 years and provides a budget for this financial year.
There are also several testimonies from parishioners
involved in different ministries in our parish. It isn’t just
numbers! Please take a report and prayerfully consider the
ways you may be able to assist with the work of the Church.
Copies are available at the doors of the Church and on the
parish website.

Collections Update from Easter Sunday
Thank you for the incredible generosity of all parishioners.
Good Friday Holy Land Appeal: $1942 ($150 more than 2017)
Project Compassion Appeal: $2374 ($1150 more than 2017)
Project Compassion - School : $1238 ($750 less than 2017)
Easter Offerings: $1741 ($850 more than 2017)
1st Collection (to assist clergy) : $4851 ($1850 more than 2017)
2nd Collection (to assist parish costs): $2559 ( $600 more than
2017)

Rosary prayed at ANZAC Park, West Ryde
On Saturday, 14th April, at 2:00-3:00pm for Our Lady of the
Southern Cross. Any queries ring Annette Tidy at 98076892.

Sacramental Programs 2018
All important sacramental program dates are available for
download from the Parish Website. Dates are also included in
the downloadable parish calendar.

The Parish is trialling a new votive candle stand. This
votive candle stand is the world’s cleanest, safest and
smokeless votive candle burning system. The Saint
Killian Candle Company has installed similar stands in
the biggest shrines in the world, including Notre Dame
in Paris, St Patrick’s Cathedral in New York and last
week they were installed into St Mary’s Cathedral in
Sydney. Fr James has received several positive
feedback comments on whether it should stay at
Meadowbank. There is now an opportunity for it to be
donated by an interested parishioner. Please discuss
with Fr James if you are interested.

The 10 Child Safe Standards
that all institutions are expected to value and implement.
1. Child safety is embedded in institutional leadership,
governance and culture.
2. Children participate in decisions affecting them and are
taken seriously.
3. Families and communities are informed and involved.
4. Equity is upheld and diverse needs are taken into
account.
5. People working with children are suitable and
supported.
6. Processes to respond to complaints of child sexual
abuse are child focused.
7. Staff and Volunteers are equipped with the knowledge,
skills and awareness to keep children safe through
continual education and training.
8. Physical and online environments minimise the
opportunity for abuse to occur.
9. Implementation of the Child Safe Standards is
continuously reviewed and improved.
10. Policies and procedures document how the institution
is child safe.
(Taken from Pg6, Final Report: Recommendations, Royal
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse.)
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Roster: 14 / 15 April 2018
Time

Acolyte

Readers

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Arlene Burton
Arthur Lee

8:00AM

Meynardo Talisayon

Mel Talisayon
Nick Radice

Michael Dunkin
Joan D'souza

10:00AM John Fillion

Liturgy for this week

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion
1 Sue Metzmacher
2 Sunitha Victor
3 Brian Maher
4 Carol Maher
5 David Doring
6 Joseph J K
Agnes Aldana
Declan Thomas
1 Joan D'souza
2 Maureen Richardson
3 Celeste Villarente
4 Connie Buttigieg
5 Darryle Fernandes
6 Michael Dunkin

(9 - 15 April 2018)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:15pm-5:50pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer (Lauds) 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Weekday Masses:
9:15am - Monday (Communion Service)
9:15am - Tuesday to Saturday
Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

The Piety Stall

will be open after all masses this
weekend. Small bottles will be available for those who wish to
take home some Easter holy water

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in the day of battle. Be our
safeguard against the wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Tuesday 10th April 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Gaetano Cavaleri
Wednesday 11th April 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Ernestine Menezes
Thursday 12th April 9:15am
Mass for the fast recovery of Felix Dizon
Friday 13th April 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Rosita See
Saturday 14th April 9:15am
Mass of Remembrance for Jimmy Tan
NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS
PERMITTED PER DAY
If you desire a Mass offered, please contact the Office to
request a specific day well in advance. If a day is already
booked taken, it is possible for several names to be
mentioned on significant anniversaries and the Mass
offered at the next available day.

Baptisms this weekend: 7 & 8 April
7 April at 6pm: William

8 April at 10am: Chiara

FEASTS & SAINTS THIS WEEK.
MON 9 APR The Annunciation of the Lord
WED 11 APR St Stanislaus, bishop, martyr
FRI 13 APR St Martin I, pope, martyr

Request for Prayers
Recently Deceased: Suzanne Curran.
SICK: Bridgitte Ambrose and Arthur Lee

Roster for Church Cleaners

Liturgy Committee meeting

For the month of April, August and December
Cherie Cavaleri, Christina Spararo Dutturi
Moussa and Rose El Bayeh & Robyn Meehan
Linen- Maureen Richardson
VACUUM ROSTER- Sean Van Wyk

At the parish meeting room on Tuesday 10th April, at 7:30pm.

Become a Catechist Now.

Fernleigh Nursing Home Mass
On Tuesday 10th April, at 11am.

Altar Society: Church cleaning, laundry of altar linen
and flowers for the altar. Join the Altar Society and help keep
our church fit for God. A gold coin donation is greatly
appreciated for the ongoing beautification of the church.

Vacancies. Two of the mowing team are leaving at the
end of this mowing season and replacement team members are
needed. If you can spare a few hours one weekend a month
contact Don Smith 0414 748 302
St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB Page.

All Christians are called through our baptism to
teach and help bring others to the knowledge and
love of Jesus Christ. A rewarding
and outreach activity is to
become a Catechist by sharing
your faith with some bright
young children in our local
public schools. Ring Judith
Orrock on 98742825 and you are nearly there.
You will be trained in conducting a class, what to
teach and provided with all teaching materials to
make you a successful catechist.
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