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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

“It is Ours”

The Parish Bulletin
1st Sunday in Lent, Yr B/2
Entrance Antiphon:

Gospel

When he calls on me, I will
answer him; I will deliver him
and give him glory, I will grant
him length of days.

Mark 1:12-15

The Spirit drove Jesus out into
the wilderness and he remained
there for forty days, and was
tempted by Satan. He was with
the wild beasts, and the angels
looked after him.

1st Reading:
Genesis 9:8-15
I will recall the covenant between
myself and you … the waters
shall never again become a flood
to destroy all flesh.

After John had been arrested,
Jesus went into Galilee. There he
proclaimed the Good News from
God. 'The time has come' he said
'and the kingdom of God is close
at hand. Repent, and believe the
Good News.'

Responsorial Psalm:
Ps 24:4-9
R. Your ways, O Lord, are love
and truth to those who keep
your covenant.

2nd Reading:

Reflection

1 Peter 3:18-22
The water of the flood is a type of
the baptism which saves you now.

Our Gospel today
from St Mark simply
states that Jesus “was
tempted by Satan.”
The Gospel of St
Matthew gives a
more detailed explanation of the
temptation. But I think the
simplicity of St Mark speaks to the
reality of human life. In everything, Satan can tempt us away from God.

Gospel Acclamation:
Matthew 4:4
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory!
No one lives on bread alone,
but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ, king of endless glory!

Gospel: Mark 1:12-15
He was tempted by Satan, and the
angels looked after him.

Communion Antiphon:
One does not live by bread
alone, but by every word that
comes forth from the mouth of
God.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Every Friday during Lent
At 11.50am and 7pm.
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by Father James McCarthy

During Lent, Christians are encouraged to recommit our entire lives to God,
and we do this primarily in PRAYER (attending to quality not quantity), in
FASTING and ABSTINENCE (emptying ourselves of the excesses of life
so that we have space for the life of God) and through ACTS OF CHARITY
(not to win admiration for ourselves but to build God’s Kingdom.)
C.S. Lewis, who famously wrote the Narnia book series, also wrote a very
interesting work titled The Screwtape Letters. These were fictional letters
between a senior and a junior devil explaining the tactics that can be used to
successfully tempt humans away from God.
Tactic 1 of the Devil– material possessions. This is overcome with the
Christian defence of FASTING.
Food, drink, technology, fashion, entertainment and anything that can be
purchased are not necessarily bad things in themselves. But if they become
the focus of our day and our life, then we are in trouble. I have heard it said
that ‘if only I was wealthy, then I could have the time to worship God.’
Possessions should assist us in serving God. Possessions, food or drink
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Acknowledgement of the land
We acknowledge the traditional owners
and custodians of this land, the
Wallumattagal clan, part of the Dharug
people of the Eoira nation. We walk
gently on the land, sharing it with them
as we now work and live on it.
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St Michael’s Church - Meadowbank

Welcome to St Michael’s Church Meadowbank! A warm welcome to all attendees and
visitors to our church! May you find our parish community a
place where your faith life will be nourished and you will
take up the invitation to share your special gifts and talents.
Your prayers, presence, talents and skills are most welcome.
should give us the time and the energy to serve God. Too often they become
distractions or addictions that control a person to such an extent that a
person is unable to find the time or space to worship God.
Tactic 2 of the Devil – doubting the existence or power of God. This is
overcome with the Christian defence of PRAYER.
In our world today, there are many people who doubt the existence of God.
It is not unusual to hear people say that they see injustice and suffering
occurring in the world but think that “God doesn’t do anything, so obviously
God doesn’t exist!” There is a temptation to think that God is dead because
God doesn’t seem to do anything, that religion is irrelevant or that God is
powerless. If God controlled everything, then we would no longer be human
and we wouldn’t have the ability to choose to accept Jesus into our lives and
we would not be given the freedom to act in the image and likeness of God.
Prayer, conversation and relationship with God defeat this tactic of the
devil.
Tactic 3 of the Devil – Dominating the world but using evil means to
succeed. This is overcome with the Christian defence of Alms-giving and
ACTS of CHARITY.
Why shouldn’t we compromise a bit? Why not be slightly dishonest in order
to achieve a positive outcome? Every action we do needs to emerge from
and be for the glory of God. When actions become self-centred and selfserving, then intentions become impure and evil is allowed to flourish. Acts
of Charity help to purify our intentions and to safeguard us from evil
temptations.
Christians are still subject to these tactics of the devil today. Everyone can
be tempted to turn to materialism, to be indifferent to God, and even seek
power for oneself. Like Jesus – the true man, we need companionship,
acceptance, approval of others, love and appreciation. And like Jesus, we
can be tempted to accomplish these legitimate needs using the wrong means
of material possessions, spiritual control or power.
As we enter into Lent, let us confront and conquer the temptations of evil
as Jesus did, using the means he employed – Fasting, Prayer and Acts of
Charity.

Abstinence During Lent in our Liturgy.
All Catholics are required to undertake penitential practices during the
season of Lent. This can include fasting from food, abstaining from meat,
alcohol or technology, and undertaking additional prayer.
As a parish, to prepare our hearts to celebrate the Easter ceremonies,
especially the Last Supper, the Parish Liturgy Committee has decided that
communion will only be distributed under one kind during Lent. Both
kinds will be distributed on Holy Thursday and the Easter Vigil.

Download & Sync Parish Calendar.

The parish calendar
of events and activities is available for download from the Parish Website. It is
updated on a daily basis with new events, Mass intentions and activities. If you use
a digital calendar on your mobile or Ipad, it is very easy to include the calendar in
your own calendar by simply hitting the + button located on the parish homepage:
www.stmichaelsmeadowbank.org.au
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St Michael’s Playgroup

PULPIT POINTS 18-February

Every Thursday 9-11am in the Parish Hall
Children ages 0-5 welcome. Enter via the school gate on
Hughes St.
Cost $2 and a piece of fruit to share
Free play, sing song, story-time, art/craft and lots more!

• Combating slavery
• Miracles, prayers: All in a day’s work for Chaplain
• Schools just want a fair go: Dan White
• Movie Review: The Shape of Water
• Reining in mad bioethicists

Year 5 & 6 Youth Group

World Meeting of Families Quote

Our next Youth Group is on Friday 23rd February.
Parishioners with children in Years 5 & 6 are invited to
come along for lots of fun games, pizza and wonderful
discussions on our faith.
For more information on either of the above, please contact
Elsa Manu elsa.manu@syd.catholic.edu.au

Important Update from
Parish Finance Council
The Parish Finance Council met on 7 February and reviewed
in detail the parish financial position over the last 5 years.
After careful consideration of parish income and
expenditure, a Parish budget was agreed upon for the next 12
months. If targets for both income and expenditure are met,
the parish should have a small $10,000 surplus at the
conclusion of this financial year. Currently the parish is
$3800 in negative (deficit) for the financial year from 1 July
2017. Budget savings have been made in expenditure, but a
small increase in income will help to put the parish into a
viable financial position.
An achievable weekly target is now budgeted for both the
first and the second/envelopes collection.

Weekly Target for First Collection: $1,300.
Last week’s collection (11 Feb) was $180 under the budget.

Weekly Target for Second Collection/Envelopes:
$1,900. Last week’s collection (11 Feb) was $330 under
budget.
Many thanks for sharing your blessings. Thank you for your
support and your generosity.

St Michael's P & F Welcome BBQ
St Michael’s School P&F will be hosting their traditional
Welcome BB following the 6pm Vigil Mass on Saturday
24th February. The sausage sizzle is funded by the P & F
and is complimentary. All parishioners and their families
are warmly invited to attend.
Drinks are available for purchase, raising funds for the St
Michael’s Night Patrol team.

LENTEN DISCUSSION GROUPS
Commencing this week
WEDNESDAY 7.30pm: 84 Bennett Street West Ryde,
commencing 21 February
ENQUIRIES: Carol Maher 9874 1566
THURSDAY 11am 18 Huxley St, West Ryde,
commencing 22 February.
ENQUIRIES: Connie Buttigige. 0424 417 950.

In marriage, the joy of love needs to be cultivated
(Pope Francis)

The Piety Stall will be open after all Masses
this weekend. Call in and have a look at the San
Damiano crosses and story of St Francis of Assisi.

Donation of new Altar Candles
Thank you for the recent donation and gift to the
Parish of wooden candle sticks, which are now sitting
either side of the tabernacle during the Lenten season.

“World Day of Prayer Friday”
2nd March at 11:00am at Uniting Church, 7 Maxim St.
West Ryde. Everyone is welcome.

Walk the Lenten Journey on
your Mobile Phone!
The Xt3 Lent Calendar 2018 App is available for
download on Apple and Android devices (search for Xt3
Lent) and can be viewed from the website:
www.xt3.com/lent
The Lent calendar runs from Ash Wednesday to Divine
Mercy Sunday. Each day unlocks a new video,
meditation or podcast, to help you prayerfully journey
through Lent.

Stations of the Cross
Every Friday in Lent at 11.50am & 7pm in the Church.

The Bishop’s Blend:
Looking to network with other young Catholic
professionals and learn how to live your faith in the
workplace? Then join the Bishop Richard Umbers,
Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney on Tuesday 27th February
2018 at 7:00am at the Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel
Sydney for The Bishop’s Blend, a quarterly breakfast
series for young professionals.
Online booking is essential.
For more information and to purchase tickets go to
https://thebishopsblendthirdedition.eventbrite.com or
contact us at bishopsblend@sydneycatholic.org

CatholicCare.

Short-term Foster carers urgently
needed. CatholicCare supports a team of foster carers who can
look after children for a few weeks or months when they
cannot live safely at home. If you are interested in learning
more about becoming a short-term foster carer, come to our
free open evening on Thursday 1st March at 6pm in Lewisham
Call our CCareline Team on 13 18 19 to find out more.
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Roster:24 / 25 February
Time

Acolyte

Readers

Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy
Communion

6:00PM
Vigil

Jim Lemcke

Sr Margaret Barry
Sue Metzmacher

Rita D’Mello
Sunitha Victor

8:00AM

Dominic Bui

Maureen Fairbairn
Mel Talisayon
Michael Dunkin
Joan D'souza

Agnes Aldana
Violet Moussa
Celeste Vilarente
Gloria Divine

10:00AM John Fillion

Liturgy for this week (19 - 25 February 2018)
Weekday Masses:
9.:15am - Communion Service

9:15am - Tuesday to Saturday

During Lent, there
will be distribution
of HOST ONLY at
weekend Masses.

Weekend Masses:
6:00pm - Saturday Vigil Mass
8:00am & 10:00am - Sunday (Children’s Liturgy at 10am Mass)

Sacraments:
Reconciliation: Saturdays 5:30pm-5:50pm

Devotions: Prayer for Priests: 8:45am every 1st Saturday
Morning Prayer (Lauds) 7:40AM every Sunday
Rosary: 8:50am on weekdays before the Mass (except Friday)
Friday before Mass : Silent Prayer
Holy Hour and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
8:15am-9:15am every Friday
8:15am-9:15am every Saturday (with Benediction at 9.05am)
Divine Mercy Novena & Chaplet - Wednesdays after AM Mass

Feasts & Saints of the Week
THU 22 FEB The Chair of St Peter, apostle

24 Hours for the Lord - 9 March
Pope Francis has asked that every parish undertakes a special
day of prayer at the mid point of Lent on 9 March. St Michael’s
will participate with prayer from 8am to 10pm on Friday 9
March. There will be a variety of devotions throughout the day.

Catechist Training Level 1.2
Training in using the authorised Curriculum to be held at St
Michaels Meadowbank Parish Hall Meeting Room on Thursday
22nd February 2018 from 10am to 12:30pm.

Altar Society. CHURCH CLEANING, LAUNDRY
OF THE ALTAR LINEN, FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR.
Join the Altar Society and help keep our church fit for God. A
gold coin or coins donation is greatly appreciated for the on
going cleaning and flowers for the church. There is a box at the
back and side doors of the church for those gold coins.

Vacancies. Two of the mowing team are leaving at
the end of this mowing season and replacement team members
are needed. If you can spare a few hours one weekend a month
contact Don Smith 0414 748 302

Prayer to St Michael the
Archangel. Saint Michael the
Archangel, defend us in the day of battle. Be
our safeguard against the wickedness and
snares of the devil. May God rebuke him,
we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of
the heavenly host, by the power of God, cast
into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who wander through
the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Request for Mass and Prayers
Sick: 1. Pray for the people who are suffering
from stroke, the mentally ill and sick children
RECENTLY DECEASED: Sayde Mowad – died
1 month ago
PRAY FOR THE SOULS OF: 1. Holy souls
2. Robert Corraya
3. Philomena Gabriel
Death Anniversary: Norman Cavanagh
Special Intentions: Mass for Yousef Bey Karam
Wedding Anniversary: 50th Wedding anniversary
of Margaret & Reginald Campion

Parish Weekly Mass Offerings
Saturday 17th February 2018 9:15am
Mass for the Death Anniversary of Guillermo Aldana Sr

Tuesday 20th February 2018 9:15am
Mass for 2nd Death Anniversary of Evelyn Chant

Wednesday 21st February 2018 9:15am
Mass for the souls of Raymond & Roza Sassine, Hamama
Younis, Nigie Eid, Ugenia Khatter, Shemounie Shehady,
Soraya Sahady

Thursday 22nd February 2018 9:15am
Mass for the family of John Orr who died of cancer recently.

Friday 23rd February 2018 9:15am
Mass for the Death Anniversary of Kathleen Mary Hagley
NOTE: ONLY ONE MASS OFFERING IS PERMITTED
PER DAY
If you desire a Mass offered, please contact the Parish Office to
request a specific day. If a day has already been taken, it is

possible for a name to be mentioned on significant
anniversaries and the Mass offered at a later stage.

Become a Catechist Now.
All Christians are called through our baptism to
teach others and help to bring others to the
knowledge and love of Jesus
Christ. A rewarding and outreach
activity is to become a Catechist by
sharing your faith with some bright
young children in our local public
schools. You may say, “How do I become a
Catechist?” Easily! Ring Judith Orrock on
98742825 and you are nearly there. You will be
trained in conducting a class, what to teach and
provided with all teaching materials to make you a
successful catechist. Make that phone call now!

Sacramental Programs 2018

All important sacramental program dates are
available for download from the Parish Website.
Dates are also included in the downloadable parish
St Michael’s Church, Meadowbank
A copy of this bulletin is also available from the FB Page. calendar.
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